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Abstract 

Solubility enhancement holds significant importance in the field of pharmaceutical research as it aims 
to augment the solubility and bioavailability of drugs that possess low solubility. Poorly soluble drugs 
pose a considerable challenge in drug development due to their tendency to display inadequate 
absorption, bioavailability, and therapeutic efficacy. The advancement of solubility enhancement 
techniques encompasses a wide range of approaches, including physical and chemical methods, as well 
as innovative technologies such as cyclodextrin complexes, co-crystals, nanoemulsions, amorphous 
solid dispersions, and supercritical fluid technology. The choice of solubility enhancement technique 
depends on the specific physicochemical properties of the drug and the desired formulation 
characteristics. However, it is important to consider the stability, toxicity, and pharmacokinetic profile 
of the drug when selecting a solubility enhancement strategy. Solubility enhancement is an ongoing 
challenge in drug development, but advancements in solubility enhancement techniques offer promising 
solutions for improving drug delivery and efficacy. This audit gives an idea of different dissolvability 
upgrade methods and their potential applications in sedate advancement. Extra examination and 
headway in this space might result within the creation of novel and upgraded choices.  
 
Keywords: Solubility, cyclodextrin, nanosuspension, hydrophobic drugs, bioavailability.  
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Solvency can be characterized quantitatively by deciding the concentration of the solute in a soaked 
arrangement at a specific temperature. Qualitatively, it can be described as the spontaneous 
amalgamation of two or more substances to generate a uniform molecular dispersion. The medicate 
solvency in immersed arrangement may be a inactive property where as the medicate disintegration rate 
could be a energetic property that relates more closely to the bioavailability rate  [1]. 

 

Solubilization enhancement is a method 
employed to augment the solubility of inadequately 
soluble pharmaceutical agents. This methodology 
encompasses the utilization of diverse 
pharmaceutical adjuncts to heighten the solubility 
of the agent, thereby ameliorating its bioavailability 
and therapeutic efficacy. 

 
Importance of solubility in drug development is 

how poor solubility can lead to low bioavailability, 
inconsistent pharmacokinetics, and reduced 
therapeutic efficacy. The subsequent section proceeds 
to delve into the diverse methods of enhancing 
solubility, encompassing physical and chemical 
alterations, complexation, and solid dispersion [2]. 
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Molecule estimate lessening may be a physical modification that leads to an increment within the 
drug's surface range and improves its disintegration rate. The utilize of surfactants is another physical 
alteration that can progress solvency by lessening interfacial pressure between the sedate and the 
disintegration medium [4]. 
 

Chemical modifications involve the addition of functional groups to the drug molecule, which can 
improve solubility by increasing its hydrophilicity. Examples of chemical modifications include salt 
formation, esterification, and prodrug formation. 

 
Complexation refers to the process whereby a complex is formed between the medication and an 

appropriate carrier, for example, cyclodextrins or polymers. This method has the ability to enhance 
solubility through the enhancement of the drug's stability, reduction in crystallinity, and augmentation 
of its solubilization capacity. 

 
Solid dispersion entails the dispersion of the pharmaceutical compound within a hydrophilic matrix, 

for instance, a polymer, with the intention of augmenting its solubility. This methodology possesses the 
capability of enhancing solubility through the amplification of the compound's surface area, the 
diminution of its crystalline structure, and the augmentation of its properties related to wetting.  

 
The review article further explores the different factors that may impact the efficacy of techniques 

employed to enhance solubility. These factors encompass the drug's physicochemical properties, the 
selection of excipients, the method of preparation, and the design of the formulation [3]. 
 
MECHANISM OF SOLUBILITY 

The term 'solubility' alludes to the greatest sum of solute that can be broken up in a given amount of 
dissolvable. It can moreover be characterized both quantitatively and subjectively. In quantitative terms, 
it is characterized as the concentration of the solute in a immersed arrangement at a particular 
temperature. Subjectively, dissolvability can be portrayed as the unconstrained interaction of two or 
more substances to form a homogeneous atomic scattering. A soaked arrangement is one in which the 
solute is in balance with the dissolvable [7–9]. 
 
NEED OF SOLUBILITY 

The therapeutic efficacy of a medication relies on the bioavailability and, ultimately, the solubility of 
drug molecules. Solvency could be a significant figure in achieving the required concentration of the 
medicate within the systemic circulation, which permits for the sign of a pharmacological reaction  [5]. 
Despite the availability of various new drugs and their derivatives due to extensive research and 
development, over 40% of lipophilic drug candidates fail to reach the market due to their poor 
bioavailability, even though they may possess potential pharmacodynamic activities. For a lipophilic 
drug to successfully enter the market, it often requires a high dosage to achieve the desired 
pharmacological action. The primary objective of the subsequent formulation and development phase 
is to ensure that the drug is available at the appropriate site of action within an optimal dosage, and this 

is where the concept of hydrotropism becomes relevant. 
 

SOLUBILITY ENHANCEMENT TECHNIQUES 

Solubility enhancement techniques can be categorized into various groups according to the 
mechanism of action [12]. Presented here are a few of the prevailing methods of classification.  

1. Physical modifications: This category includes techniques that alter the physical properties of the 
drug to improve its solubility. Examples of physical modifications include particle size reduction, 
milling, and spray-drying. 

2. Chemical modifications: This category includes techniques that chemically modify the drug to 
improve its solubility. Examples of chemical modifications include salt formation, prodrug 
formation, and esterification. 
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Figure 1. Figure showing the variation of solubility with permeability. 
 

3. Co-solvents: Co-solvents are solvents that are miscible with water and can be used to enhance 
the solubility of a drug. Examples of co-solvents include propylene glycol, polyethylene glycol, 
and ethanol. 

4. Surfactants: Surfactants are compounds that can decrease the interfacial pressure between the 
medicate and the disintegration medium, making strides in solvency. Illustrations of surfactants 
incorporate sodium lauryl sulfate, Tween 80, and Pluronic.  

5. Complexation: Complexation includes the arrangement of a complex between the medicate and 
a carrier atom to progress solvency. Cases of carriers incorporate cyclodextrins, 
polyvinylpyrrolidone, and polymers.  

6. Solid dispersion: Solid dispersion involves the dispersion of the drug in a hydrophilic matrix to 
improve its solubility. Examples of matrices include polyethylene glycol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, 
and hydroxypropyl methylcellulose. 

7. Nanoparticles: Nanoparticles can be used to increase the surface area of the drug, improving its 
solubility. Examples of nanoparticles include liposomes, solid lipid nanoparticles, and polymeric 
nanoparticles (Figure 1). 

 
METHODS OF SOLUBILITY ENHANCEMENT 

Various techniques have been used in attempt to improve solubility and dissolution rates of poorly 
water soluble drugs which include as following: 

1. Particle size reduction 
2. Nanonization 
3. Cosolvency 
4. Hydrotropy 
5. pH adjustment 
6. Sonocrystallization 
7. Supercritical fluid (SCF) process 
8. Solid dispersion 
9. Inclusion complexation 
10. Self-emulsifying or self-micro emulsifying systems 
11. Liquisolid methods 
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The solubility depends on the physical form of the solid, the nature and composition of solvent 
medium as well as temperature and pressure of system [8]. 

 

Particle Size 

The estimate of the strong molecule impacts the solvency since as a molecule gets to be littler, the 
surface zone to volume proportion increments. The bigger surface zone permits a more prominent 
interaction with the dissolvable. The impact of molecule estimate on dissolvability can be depicted from 
the condition given underneath,  

𝑙𝑜𝑔
𝑆

𝑆0
=

2𝛾𝑉

2.303 𝑅𝑇𝑟
  

Where, 
S is the solubility of infinitely large particles 
S0 is the solubility of fine particles 
V is molar volume 
γ is the surface tension of the solid 
r is the radius of the fine particle 
T absolute temp in degree kelvin 
R universal gas constant 

 

Particle Size Reduction 
The dissolvability of medicate is frequently inherently related to sedate molecule estimate; as a 

molecule gets to be littler, the surface region to volume proportion increments. The bigger surface 
region permits more prominent interaction with the dissolvable which causes an increment insolubility. 
Routine strategies of molecule measure diminishment, such as comminution and shower drying, depend 
upon mechanical stretch to disaggregate the dynamic compound. Molecule estimate diminishment is in 
this way allowing an productive, reproducible, and financial implies of dissolvability upgrade. Be that 
as it may, the mechanical powers inalienable to comminution, such as processing and crushing, 
frequently confer critical sums of physical push upon the sedate item which may initiate corruption [6]. 

 

The warm stretch which may happen amid comminution and splash drying is additionally a concern 
when preparing thermo delicate or unsteady dynamic compounds. Utilizing conventional approaches 

for about insoluble drugs may not be able to upgrade the dissolvability up to craved level . 
 

Nanonization 
As of late, distinctive nanonization strategies have risen to expand the crumbling rates and 

bioavailability of different drugs that are incapably dissolvable in water [10]. Nanonization broadly 
insinuates to the think around and utilize of materials and structures at the nanoscale level of generally 
100 nm or less. Nanonization can result in made strides sedate dissolvability and pharmacokinetics, and 
it might moreover diminish systemic side-effects [11]. 

 

For numerous unused chemical substances with exceptionally moo dissolvability, verbal 
bioavailability improvement by micronization isn't adequate since micronized item has the propensity 
to agglomerate, which leads to diminish viable surface region for disintegration, the following step is 
nanonization. There are diverse strategies utilized for nanonization of medicate counting Damp 
processing, Homogenization, Emulsification-solvent dissipation strategy, Pear processing, Shower 
drying etc. There are several illustrations possible to showcase nanonization of drugs. 
 

Cosolvency 
The dissolvability of ineffectively solvent drugs in water can be expanded by blending it with a few 

water miscible dissolvable in which the medicate is promptly solvent. This prepare is known as cosolvency 
and the dissolvable utilized in combination are known as cosolvent. Cosolvent framework works by 
lessening the interfacial pressure between the watery arrangement and hydrophobic solute  [12]. 
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It is additionally commonly known as dissolvable mixing. There's a emotional alter within the 
solvency of drugs by expansion of natural co-solvent into the water. The co solvents are having 
hydrogen acceptor or giver bunches with a little hydrocarbon locale. The hydrophobic hydrocarbon 
locale as a rule meddling with the hydrogen holding organize of water which  thus decreases the 
intermolecular fascination of water whereas the hydrophilic hydrogen bonds guarantees water solvency. 

 
Hydrotropy 

Hydrotropy could be a solubilization procedure utilized to extend the solvency of hydrophobic 
compounds in fluid arrangements. The strategy includes the utilize of a expansive sum of a water-
soluble compound, known as a hydrotrope, which can solubilize the hydrophobic compound by shaping 
a complex with it [3]. 

 
Hydrotropes are ordinarily little atoms with both hydrophilic and hydrophobic bunches. The 

hydrophilic bunches associated with water atoms, whereas the hydrophobic groups associated with the 
hydrophobic compound, permitting it to break down within the fluid arrangement. 

 
The instrument of hydrotropism includes the arrangement of a micellar arrangement, where the 

hydrophobic compound is encompassed by the hydrotrope particles within the watery arrangement. The 
hydrotrope atoms frame micelles around the hydrophobic compound, expanding its dissolvability. 

 
Cases of hydrotropes incorporate urea, sodium cumene sulfonate, sodium xylene sulfonate, and sodium 

benzoate. Hydrotropy can be utilized in different businesses, counting pharmaceuticals, makeup, and 
agrochemicals, to move forward the solvency and bioavailability of hydrophobic compounds. 

 
Hydrotropy has a few focal points over other solubilization techniques. It may be a straightforward 

and cost-effective strategy, and it does not require the utilize of harmful solvents. Hydrotropy is 
additionally a green innovation since it is naturally inviting and diminishes squander era. 
 
PH Adjustment 

Destitute water dissolvable medicate may possibly break down in water by applying a pH alter.  
Solubilized excipients that increment natural pH inside the dose shape to a extend higher than pKa of 
week after week acidic drugs increment the solvency of that medicate, those excipients that act as 
alkalizing operators may increment the solvency of week by week fundamental drugs [13]. 
 

Sonocrystallization 
Recrystallization of ineffectively dissolvable materials utilizing fluid solvents and antisolvents has 

too been utilized effectively to decrease molecule estimate. The novel approach for molecule estimate 
lessening on the premise of crystallization by utilizing ultrasound is Sono crystallization. Sono 
crystallization utilizes ultrasound control characterized by a recurrence extend of 20 -100 kHz for 
actuating crystallization. It's not as it were improves the nucleation rate but too an compelling implies 
of estimate lessening and controlling measure dispersion of the dynamic pharmaceutical fixings. Most 

applications utilize ultrasound within the extend 20kHz-5 MHz [14].  
 
Supercritical Fluid (SCF) Process 

The number of applications and progresses counting supercritical fluids has in addition created 
brutally [5]. It has been known for more than a century that supercritical fluids (SCFs) can break up 
nonvolatile solvents, with the essential point of carbon dioxide, the first broadly utilized supercritical 
fluid. It is secure, normally neighborly, and judicious. The moo working conditions (temperature and 
weight) make SCFs engaging for pharmaceutical ask around [15]. A SCF exists as a single organize 
over its essential temperature (Tc) and weight (Pc). SCFs have properties profitable to thing taking care 
of since they are midway between those of faultless liquid and gas (i.e., liquid-like thickness, gas-like 
compressibility and consistency and higher diffusivity than liquids). In expansion, the thickness, 
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transport properties (such as consistency and diffusivity),  and other physical properties (such as 
dielectric unfaltering and limit) move essentially with small changes in working temperature, weight, 
or both around the fundamental centers [16, 17]. 

 
Hence, it is conceivable to fine-tune a special combination of properties essential for a wanted 

application. These special handling capabilities of SCFs, long recognized and connected within the 
nourishment industry, have as of late been adjusted to pharmaceutical applications. Commonly utilized 
supercritical solvents consolidate carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, ethylene, propylene, propane, n -
pentane, ethanol, noticing salts, and water. Once the sedate particles are solubilized interior SCF, they 
may be recrystallized at fantastically reduced particle sizes. The flexibility and precision publicized by 
SCF shapes licenses micronization of steady particles interior restrain ranges of particle degree, 
routinely to sub-micron levels. Current SCF shapes have outlined the capacity to form Nano 
Suspensions of particles 5-2,000nm in breadth. Many pharmaceutical companies, such as Nektar 
Therapeutics and Lavipharm, are specializing in atom building by implies of SCF, Advancements for 
atom appraise diminishment and dissolvability enhancement [18, 19]. A few strategies of SCF handling 
have been created to address person perspectives of these inadequacies, such as precipitation with 
compressed antisolvents handle (PCA), Fast Development of Supercritical Arrangements, Gas 
Antisolvent Recrystallization, Precipitation with Compressed Liquid Antisolvent, Impregnation or 
implantation of polymers with bioactive materials, Arrangement improved Scattering by Supercritical 
Liquid, arrangement upgraded scattering by SCF (SEDS), supercritical antisolvents forms (SAS) and 
vaporized supercritical extraction framework (ASES) [20, 21]. 
 

Solid Dispersion 
The concept of strong scatterings was initially proposed by Sekiguchi and Obi, who examined the 

era and disintegration execution of eutectic dissolves of a sulfonamide sedate and a water-soluble carrier 
within the early 1960s [22]. Strong scatterings speak to a valuable pharmaceutical procedure for 
expanding the disintegration, assimilation, and helpful viability of drugs in dose shapes. The term strong 
scattering alludes to a gather of strong items comprising of at slightest two distinctive components, for 
the most part a hydrophilic network and a hydrophobic medicate. The preeminent commonly utilized 
hydrophilic carriers for solid scatterings consolidate polyvinylpyrrolidone (Povidone, PVP), polyethylene 
glycols (PEGs), Plasdone- S630. Surfactants like Tween-80, docusate sodium, Myrj-52, Pluronic-F68, 
and sodium lauryl sulfate (SLS) besides find a put inside the specifying of solid scrambling. The 
dissolvability of celecoxib, halofantrine, and ritonavir can be moved forward by solid diffusing utilizing 
fitting hydrophilic carriers like celecoxib with povidone (PVP) and ritonavir with gelucire . 
 

Inclusion Complexation 

Incorporation complexation may be a solubilization strategy utilized to extend the dissolvability of 
ineffectively solvent drugs by shaping a complex between the sedate and a have particle. The have 
particle, moreover known as a have, is regularly a cyclic atom with a depth or a channel that can oblige 
the sedate atom [18, 19]. 

 

The consideration complex is shaped through non-covalent intuitive such as hydrogen holding, van 
der Waals powers, and hydrophobic intelligent between the medicate atom and the have particle. The 
arrangement of the consideration complex increments the solvency and bioavailability of the medicate 
by diminishing its molecule measure and expanding its surface region.  

 
Illustrations of has commonly utilized in inclusion complexation incorporate cyclodextrins, 

calixarenes, cucurbiturils, and zeolites. Cyclodextrins are the foremost commonly utilized have atoms 
since of their accessibility, moo poisonous quality, and high-water dissolvability. 

 
Consideration complexation can be performed utilizing different strategies, counting co -

precipitation, kneading, and freeze-drying. Co-precipitation includes blending the medicate and the 
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have in a dissolvable and after that accelerating the complex by including a non-solvent. Kneading 
includes blending the medicate and the have in a mortar and pestle with a little sum of water to create a 
glue. Freeze-drying includes solidifying the medicate and the have arrangement and then removing the 
water by sublimation. 

 

Inclusion complexation has a few points of interest over other solubilization procedures. It could be 
a straightforward and cost-effective strategy, and it does not require the use of harmful solvents. 
Incorporation complexation is additionally a green innovation since it is naturally neighborly and 
diminishes squander era. 
 
Self-emulsifying 

Self-emulsifying sedate conveyance frameworks (SEDDS) are details that empower ineffectively 
dissolvable drugs to be broken up and conveyed in a steady, homogenous, and viable way. SEDDS 
comprise of an oil stage, surfactant, co-surfactant, and sedate. When blended with water or 
gastrointestinal liquids, they frame oil-in-water (O/W) emulsions that improve sedate assimilation [4]. 

 

The oil stage utilized in SEDDS can be composed of different oils, such as medium-chain triglycerides, 
long-chain triglycerides, and vegetable oils. The surfactants and co-surfactants utilized in SEDDS are 
regularly nonionic, such as polyethylene glycol (PEG), polysorbate, and glyceryl monooleate. 

 

Upon contact with gastrointestinal liquids, SEDDS quickly shape fine oil beads, which increment the 
surface region of the medicate and encourage its assimilation. The surfactant and co-surfactant within the 
detailing offer assistance to stabilize the emulsion, avoiding medicate precipitation or conglomeration. 
 

SEDDS have a few focal points over other medicate conveyance frameworks. They can move 
forward the solvency and bioavailability of ineffectively solvent drugs, which can increment their 
efficacy and diminish the desired measurement. They are moreover convenient to utilize, as they can 
be managed orally within the shape of capsules or tablets. SEDDS are flexible and can be utilized with 
different courses of organization, such as intravenous, intramuscular, and transdermal.  

 

SEDDS have been effectively utilized to upgrade the conveyance of different drugs, counting anti-
inflammatory, anti-cancer, and cardiovascular drugs. The detailing can moreover be custom-made to 
suit the particular physicochemical properties of the sedate and the specified course of organization. 
 
Liquisolid Technology 

Liquisolid innovation may be a detailing method that empowers the change of a fluid sedate into a 
free-flowing and compressible powder. Liquisolid frameworks are comprised of two components [17, 
22]: a fluid sedate and a carrier fabric. The carrier fabric is composed of a powder that can retain the 
fluid medicate, and it is regularly composed of a blend of an idle carrier and a coating fabric.  

 

The liquisolid strategy includes blending the liquid medicate with the carrier fabric to create a semi-
solid mass, which is at that point changed into a free-flowing powder by including an suitable sum of 
coating fabric. The coating fabric acts as a boundary between the fluid medicate and the carrier material, 
preventing the fluid from spilling out and progressing the flowability of the ultimate powder.  

 

Liquisolid frameworks offer a few points of interest over conventional measurement shapes, such as 
tablets and capsules. They can move forward sedate dissolvability and disintegration rate, which can 
increment sedate retention and bioavailability. Liquisolid frameworks too offer a more exact and 
adaptable dosing regimen, as the sum of medicate in each dosage can be effortlessly balanced by 
changing the composition of the carrier fabric. 

 

There are a few strategies for planning liquisolid frameworks, counting the customary method, the 
solvent dissipation strategy, and the co-precipitation strategy. The routine strategy includes blending 
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the fluid sedate with the carrier fabric employing a high-shear blender, whereas the dissolvable 
vanishing strategy includes dissolving the sedate in a volatile dissolvable and after that blending it with 
the carrier fabric, which is at that point vanished to take off a dry powder. 

 

The co-precipitation strategy includes accelerating the medicate and the carrier fabric from a 
arrangement, which shapes a strong mass that is at that point changed over into a powder. This strategy 
offers a few preferences, counting improved drug stacking and uniform conveyance of the sedate within 
the last powder [13]. 
 

LATEST TECHNOLOGIES IN THE FIELD OF SOLUBILITY ENHANCEMENT 

There are a few rising innovations within the field of solvency improvement that are as of now being 
investigated to move forward medicate conveyance and adequacy [5]. A few of the unused innovations 
incorporate: 

1. Nanoemulsions: Nanoemulsions are composed of beads with a breadth of less than 100 nm, 
which offer a few focal points over conventional emulsions. Nanoemulsions can improve the 
solvency and bioavailability of ineffectively solvent drugs, and they can moreover make strides 
sedate focusing on and diminish toxicity[4]. 

2. Co-crystals: Co-crystals are shaped by the interaction between two or more atoms, and they can 
make strides the solvency and disintegration rate of ineffectively solvent drugs. Co-crystals can 
be planned to improve sedate solidness and diminish poisonous quality, and they can moreover 
be custom-made to suit the particular physicochemical properties of the medicate.  

3. Nebulous strong scatterings: Undefined strong scatterings are shaped by scattering a 
ineffectively dissolvable medicate in a polymer lattice. The shapeless shape of the medicate 
improves its dissolvability and disintegration rate, whereas the polymer lattice gives steadiness 
and avoids medicate recrystallization. 

4. Cyclodextrin complexes: Cyclodextrins are cyclic oligosaccharides that can shape incorporation 
complexes with ineffectively dissolvable drugs. Cyclodextrin complexes can move forward 
medicate solvency and bioavailability, and they can also be custom-made to suit the particular 
physicochemical properties of the sedate. 

5. Supercritical liquid innovation: Supercritical liquid innovation includes the utilize of 
supercritical liquids, such as carbon dioxide, to break up and extricate dynamic pharmaceutical 
fixings. This innovation offers a few focal points, counting tall dissolvability and natural affect.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Solvency upgrade is an vital angle of sedate improvement that can progress the bioavailability and 
helpful viability of ineffectively dissolvable drugs. The choice of solvency improvement procedure 
depends on the particular physicochemical properties of the sedate, as well as the specified detailing 
characteristics. It is critical to consider the steadiness, poisonous quality, and pharmacokinetic profile 
of the sedate when selecting a dissolvability enhancement strategy. 

 

Dissolvability improvement may be a key challenge in medicate advancement, especially for drugs 
with moo fluid dissolvability. Be that as it may, headways in dissolvability upgrade procedures offer 
promising arrangements for moving forward medicate conveyance and viability. Assist investigation 
and advancement in this range may lead to the improvement of modern and more compelling medicate 
definitions, and eventually, progressed understanding results.  
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