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Abstract 

This review article compares hydro and electric actuation systems for clutches and brakes in detail, 

examining their design concepts, characteristics, and probable uses. Long-used in the automotive 
sector, hydraulic appliances use fluid pressure transmission to function. They are dependable and easy 

to use, but they have drawbacks such fluid leaks and complicated systems. On the other hand, 
electromechanical actuators serve their purpose in electric actuation systems, which provide benefits 

including accurate control, quicker reaction times, and integration with car electronics. However, there 
are issues with electric systems, such cost, heat management, and consistency. In along with analyzing 

technical breakthroughs and future possibilities, the comparative study covers specifications like 
performance, efficiency, dependability, cost, and adaptability. Electric systems have more efficiency 

and integration potential than hydraulic systems, despite hydraulic systems' superior dependability. 
The intricate interplay of variables influencing picking between these systems and the continuous 

evolution impacting vehicle braking and clutch control are highlighted in the final section of the paper. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Modern cars require clutch and brake actuation systems in order to operate safely and effectively. 
Electric actuated systems have lately emerged in these systems, which were formerly dominated by 

hydraulic technology. This has generated a great deal of interest in the benefits and problems that these 
systems present. The industry standard for a long time has been hydraulic systems, which use fluid 

pressure to transfer force and regulate clutch and brake mechanisms. Although electric actuation 
systems have been shown to be dependable as well as effective for many years, there are potential 

benefits in terms of efficiency, accuracy, and modification to new automotive trends like automation 
and hybridization.  

 

This introduction lays the foundations for a thorough analysis that compares hydraulic and electric 
actuation systems for clutches and brakes. The 
evaluation compared the design principles, 
performance traits, technical developments, and 
potential futures of each system. Stakeholders in the 
manufacturing sector may ultimately shape the 
trajectory of vehicle safety, performance, and 
ecological footprint by making educated decisions 
on the introduction of each system by knowing its 
advantages and disadvantages [1]. 
 
HYDRAULIC ACTUATION SYSTEMS 

Vehicle braking and clutch systems have always 

been backed by hydraulic actuation systems, which 
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use the laws of fluid dynamics to convey force and regulate movement. These systems are composed 

up of several parts that cooperate to provide dependable operation in a range of driving scenarios  

(Figure 1). 

 

Basic Components 

• Master Cylinder: The main source of hydraulic pressure is the master cylinder. Depressing the 

brake or clutch pedal causes hydraulic fluid to be displaced, which creates pressure inside the 

system. 

• Hydraulic Lines: These lines provide a pressurized solution from the central cylinder to the 

calipers or slave chambers at the clutch complex or brakes [2]. 

• Slave Cylinders/Calipers: When necessary, slave cylinders engage or disengage the clutch by 

converting the hydraulic pressure into mechanical force. 

 

Operation 

• Braking: When using hydraulic brakes, urging the brake pedal starts a series of actions. Hydraulic 

pressure is produced by the master cylinder and sent to the calipers via the brake lines. After 

then, the calipers press the brake pads up against the rotors in causing friction that slows down 

the car (Figure 2). 

• Clutch Engagement: When the clutch pedal pedal is pressed in a hydraulic clutch system, the 

master cylinder is activated, forcing the hydraulic fluid to the slave cylinder via the lines [3]. The 

clutch lock is then disengaged to permit gear changes by the slave chamber exerting force on the 

clutch release cylinder (Figure 3). 

 

 
Figure 1. Hydraulic actuation systems. 

 

 
Figure 2. Hydraulic brake system. 
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Figure 3. Clutch engagement. 

 

Advantages 

• Reliability: In car applications, hydraulic systems have a track record of endurance and toughness. 

• Robustness: Systems using hydraulics can function in a variety of climates and surroundings. 

• Power Density: Because hydraulic systems contain a high power density, they are appropriate 

for applications that are difficult [4]. 

 

Challenges 

• Fluid Leakage: Fluid leaks in hydraulic systems may affect operation and necessitate routine fix. 

• System Complexity: Pumps, valves, seals, and other intricate elements are a part of hydraulic 

systems, which adds to the apply system's complexity. 

• Temperature Sensitivity: Variations in system performance could arise from the viscosity of 

hydraulic fluid being modified by extremely high temperatures [5]. 

 

Innovations and Future Trends 

• Electro-Hydraulic Braking Systems (EHBS): Advanced features like controlling stability and 

regenerative braking are made possible by the integration of electronic controls and hydraulic 

activation in EHBS. 

• Brake-by-Wire (BBW) Systems: BBW systems provide greater planning and control flexibility 

by substituting electronic actuators and sensor assemblies for conventional mechanic links [6]. 

 

With the development of technology for cars, hydraulic actuation systems have remained relevant for 

use in both high-performance and regular motor cars. Emerging electric actuation methods, which 

provide clear benefits in some applications, struggle with them nonetheless [7]. 

 

ELECTRIC ACTUATION SYSTEMS 

Vehicle brake and clutch control can nowadays be accomplished with electric actuation systems 

instead of old hydraulic ones. These systems use electrically driven electromechanical actuators to 

deliver precise management as well as successful operation. The salient features of electric actuation 

systems are as follows Figure 4: 

 

Basic Components 

• Electric Motors: Electric motors, which transmit electrical energy into mechanical motion, power 

electric control systems. 

• Gears and Transmission: The electric motor's rotation action is amplified and sent to the clutch 

or brake mechanism with gears and other transmission devices. 

Master Cylinder 
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Figure 4. Electric actuation systems. 

 

 
Figure 5. Braking system. 

 

• Sensors: The control system gathers output from sensors including force, temperature, and position 

sensors, thereby allowing for accurate control and monitoring of the actuators process [8]. 

• Control Unit: To govern how the motor's actuator operates, the control unit interprets sensor data 

and orders via the driver or the electronic control system of the car. 

 

Operation 

• Braking: When a vehicle arrives with electric braking systems, torque is sent directly from the 

electric motor to the brake mechanism—a caliper or drum—to slow it down or stop the vehicle. 

The torque output is modulated by the control unit in response to sensor feedback and driver 

control (Figure 5). 

• Clutch Engagement: Manual or automated traditional transmissions with smooth gear changes 

are made conceivable by electric clutch actuation systems, which employ electric motors to 

engage or let the clutch mechanism [9]. 

 

Advantages 

• Precision Control: Smoother operation and better vehicle dynamics are made possible by the 

precise control that electric actuation systems provide over clutch engagement and braking. 

• Energy Efficiency: Especially when circumstances where energy regeneration is feasible, like 

regenerative braking in electric and hybrid automobiles, electric motors can be more energy-

efficient than hydraulics. 

• Integration with Vehicle Electronics: The electronic control mechanism in the car may be easily 

linked with electric actuation systems for cutting-edge features like autonomous driving, 

collision avoidance, and dynamic cruise control. 
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Challenges 

• Reliability: Due to potential hazards like motor or sensor failures and the complexity of electronic 

factors, electric actuation systems may have reliability challenges. 

• Thermal Management: In order to minimize boiling and maintain system dependability, efficient 

thermal management is required to handle the heat generated during operation by electric motors 

along with control electronics. 

• Cost: Because electric motors and electronic gadgets are more expensive to manufacture and 

upkeep than hydraulic systems, electric actuation systems could be more expensive to manage [10]. 

 

Innovations and Future Trends 

• High-Voltage Systems: In order to fulfill the power source requirements of electric and hybrid 

cars and enable improved performance and efficiency, high-voltage electric actuation systems 

are presently being developed. 

• Integration with Vehicle Electrification: As cars become more powered by electricity, electric 

actuation systems are anticipated to be critical in enabling features like torque vectoring, energy 

management, and brake regeneration. 

 

There is a lot of room for advancements in terms of vehicle efficiency, safety, and performance with 

electric actuation systems. However, overcoming integration, cost, and reliability hurdles while utilizing 

advances in electric motor technology and electric cars may be necessary for their wider the execution. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

A number of important specifications need to be taken into account when comparing hydraulic and 

electric activation systems for brakes and clutches in order to measure each system's performance, 

efficiency, dependability, cost, and application suitability. Now let's look at the differences between 

these two systems: 

 

Performance 

• Hydraulic Systems: For many years, hydraulic systems have come to be known for their 

dependability and strong performance throughout a range of operational scenarios. They handle 

driving inputs quickly and proportionately, braking and applying the clutch consistently. 

• Electric Systems: Smoother and greater flexibility performance is possible with electric actuation 

systems given that they allow fine control and manipulation of clutch and brake actions. They 

may be customized to work with systems that manage car dynamics, thus improving overall 

safety and performance. 

 

Efficiency 

• Hydraulic Systems: Since hydraulic systems lose electricity when pumps run, fluid friction, and 

hydraulic leaks occur, they are essentially less energy-efficient than electric systems. 

• Electric Systems: Particularly in situations whereby energy regeneration is feasible, like 

regenerative braking in electromagnetic and hybrid automobiles, electric actuation systems can 

be energy-efficient as well. 

 

Reliability 

• Hydraulic Systems: Because hydraulic appliances have fewer electrical components that might 

malfunction, they have a track record of stability. They are, nonetheless, vulnerable to problems 

like shifts in temperature and fluid leakage. 

• Electric Systems: Due to potential flaws like motor or sensor failures and the complexity of 

electronic components, electric actuation systems may have reliability concerns. Improvements 

in the resilience of motors and control electronics, however, are allaying those worries. 
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Cost 

• Hydraulic Systems: In general, the cost of creating and maintaining hydraulic systems is lower 

than that of electric systems. However, as these vehicles require more frequent maintenance and 

fluid repair, they could have greater running expenses over the course of the car's working life. 

• Electric Systems: The expense of power sources and control electronics may result in higher 

initial production costs for electric activation systems. Over the course of the vehicle's life, they 

could, but result in cost savings in terms of maintenance and efficiency in operation. 

 

Adaptability 

• Hydraulic Systems: Because they are trustworthy as well as simple to use, hydraulic systems find 

extensive application in a variety different vehicle types, including heavy-duty trucks and 

passenger vehicles. 

• Electric Systems: Greater flexibility to new vehicular trends, such vehicle electrification, 

automation, and connection, is provided by electric actuation systems. They make it possible for 

modern capabilities and features to be more easily integrated with motor vehicle electronics. 

 

Environmental Impact 

• Hydraulic Systems: The adverse environmental impact of hydraulic systems can be increased by 

fluid leaks and hydraulic fluid storage. 

• Electric Systems: By enabling environmentally friendly braking and lowering dependency on 

fossil fuels, electric actuation systems can help mitigate the environmental effect of automobiles, 

especially electric and hybrid cars. 

 

Scalability 

• Hydraulic Systems: Pump and fluid dynamics boundaries can make hydraulic systems difficult 

to scale up for outstanding performance. or specialized applications. 

• Electric Systems: More design adaptability and capacity for growth are available with electric 

actuation systems, facilitating personalization and optimization for various vehicle designs as 

well as needs. 

 

The decision between fluid and electric actuation systems is influenced by a number of variables, 

such as technological viability, economic concerns, and performance requirements. Although hydraulic 

methods continue to be the preferred option in several applications, electric actuation has strong benefits 

for effectiveness, oversight, and compatibility with developing automotive technology. A detailed 

analysis of these variables should be part of the decision-making process in order to identify the best 

option for a certain vehicle utilization and the needs of the market. 

 

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS 

The future of vehicle braking and shifting control is being shaped by advances in both hydraulic and 

electronic actuation systems. Let's examine some of each system's greatest innovations: 

 

Hydraulic Actuation Systems 

• Electro-Hydraulic Braking Systems (EHBS): EHBS enables enhanced convenience and 

performance by combining hydraulic actuation with electronic control. EHBS is able to offer 

features like traction control, stability control (ABS), and regenerative braking by fusing the 

attributes of hydraulic systems with electronic supervisors. 

• Brake-by-Wire (BBW) Systems: BBW systems provide greater layout and control flexibility by 

substituting electronic detectors and actuators for conventional mechanical links. Advanced 

safety features like as auto emergency braking (AEB) and adaptive brake force distribution are 

made possible by these types of devices. 

• Integrated Brake Control (IBC): IBC systems combine the action of hydraulic brakes with other 

vehicle control systems, such driver assistance and stability control. In different driving 
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circumstances, IBC systems enhance the automobile's handling, performance, and stability by 

redistributing the braking force among all wheels. 

 

Electric Actuation Systems 

• High-Efficiency Electric Motors: The utilization of brushless DC motors (BLDC) and permanent 

magnet synchronous motors (PMSM) in electric actuation systems allows for increased power 

density and efficiency. These motors have lower energy usage, quicker reaction times, and better 

torque characteristics. 

• Advanced Control Algorithms: Robust control algorithms improves the performance of electric 

actuation systems, delivering exact command over clutch engagement and braking. Improved 

performance, dependability, and flexibility are achieved by machine learning algorithms, 

predictive algorithms, and model-based control strategies. 

• Energy Recovery Systems: Energy recovery systems are an element that electric actuation 

systems may use to collect and store energy during braking occurrences. Regenerative braking 

systems improves the overall energy efficiency and range of electric and hybrid cars through 

transforming kinetic energy into electrical energy that can be utilized to operate auxiliary systems 

or replenish packs. 

 

Integration and Connectivity 

• Vehicle-to-Everything (V2X) Communication: Electric actuation systems can acquire up-to-date 

data on traffic patterns, road conditions, and vehicle status by integrating with V2X 

communication. Such innovations can improve safety and economy by optimizing clutch control 

and braking strategies by utilizing V2X transmission. 

• Cloud Connectivity: Electric actuation system over-the-air updates, diagnostics, and remote 

monitoring are made possible via cloud connectivity. By analyzing performance data, spotting 

any problems, and remotely deploying software upgrades, manufacturers may increase customer 

happiness, maintenance, and dependability. 

 

Materials and Manufacturing 

• Lightweight Materials: The development of thin-walled substances, such composites and 

aluminum alloys, lowers the mass and increases the productivity of electric and hydraulic 

actuation systems. Lightweight parts preserve the structural integrity and durability of the vehicle 

while improving performance, gas mileage, and range. 

• Additive Manufacturing: Advanced manufacturing methods, including three-dimensional 

printing, facilitate the fast development and fabrication of intricate parts for electric and hydraulic 

operator systems. Additive manufacturing enables component design flexibility and optimization 

while cutting lead times, production costs, and wasted materials. 

 

CONCLUSION 

There is a complicated interplay between variables when deciding between hydraulic and electric 

actuation systems for brakes and clutches. These factors include technological feasibility, financial 

concerns, and performance needs. Whereas hydraulic methods continue to be the preferred option in 

several applications, electric actuation has strong benefits for effectiveness, management, and 

compatibility with developing automobile technologies. The continuous advancement of hydraulic and 

electric actuation systems is expected to stimulate creativity and transform the direction of vehicle 

braking and clutch control in the future. 
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