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Abstract

The rapid growth of open access e-journals in Library and Information Science marks a significant
transformation today. Open access journals provide unrestricted access to peer-reviewed research,
enabling LIS professionals, researchers, and students worldwide to access required knowledge
without subscription barriers. This study focuses on evaluating open access (OA) e-journals in
Library and Information Science (LIS), with particular attention to their accessibility, quality, and
scholarly impact. The main objectives of the study are to identify and categorize prominent OA e-
journals in LIS; evaluate their quality based on indexing, impact factors, and peer review standards;
analyze their accessibility in terms of licensing models, and assess their impact on academic
research. The study adopts a mixed-methods approach, integrating both quantitative and qualitative
analyses. A sample of top-ranked LIS OA e-journals was selected to evaluate The analysis indicates
that OA e-journals in LIS generally meet high standards for accessibility, with the majority adopting
Creative Commons licensing. Many journals are indexed in reputable databases, enhancing visibility
and academic impact. Findings also show that OA e-journals contribute significantly. OA e-journals
in LIS play a crucial role in expanding access to research and facilitating knowledge sharing among
scholars and practitioners. Despite challenges in maintaining rigorous peer review and achieving
high impact factors, the overall trend shows promising growth in quality and accessibility. This paper
has significant practical utility as it helps librarians optimize collection development, reduce costs,
and promote high-quality resources; for researchers and students, it ensures free access to scholarly
content, enhances publication opportunities and supports skill development. Policymakers can use
such studies to advocate open science and evaluate the impact of open-access initiatives. LIS
educators benefit by integrating findings into curricula and using them as case studies. Additionally,
publishers can refine their models for sustainability and innovation. Overall, the study fosters global
knowledge sharing, affordability, and equitable access to resources.

Keywords: E-resources, e-journals, open access e-resources, open access e-journals, LIS E-journals,
free to access E-journals, open educational e-resources, publicly available LIS E-journal

INTRODUCTION
The landscape of scholarly publishing in Library and Information Science has undergone
substantial changes with the rise of open access (OA) e-journals. Unlike traditional subscription-based
journals, OA e-journals allow free, unrestricted access to research articles, fostering greater
knowledge sharing and inclusivity in academic communities. This development has been particularly
beneficial in LIS, where access to updated research and resources is critical for professionals working
in libraries, information centers, and academic
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institutions. The shift toward OA has not only
improved the accessibility of scholarly content but
has also contributed to higher citation rates and
global visibility for LIS research. This introduction
delves into the significance of OA in LIS,
discussing its evolution, advantages, and the
ongoing efforts to address the challenges
associated with OA publishing.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Expansion of open-access (OA) journals in
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Library and Information Science (LIS) by Suber (2023) [22] emphasized that OA publishing has
transformed scholarly communication, fostering global accessibility. The Gold and Green OA models
dominate LIS publishing, while Diamond OA (no author-facing charges) is increasingly being
recognized for its potential to enhance inclusivity in underfunded regions (Suber, 2023 [22] Johnson
et al., 2024) [18].

Researchers like Singh and Chander (2019) [1] in their study titled “Benefits of Open Access E-
Journals in LIS” emphasize that OA e-journals play a pivotal role in making scholarly communication
more accessible. For LIS professionals, OA journals reduce financial and access barriers, providing a
wider reach to research articles, especially in developing regions where access to subscription-based
journals is limited (Ghosh, 2009) [2]. OA journals also allow LIS scholars to disseminate their work
broadly, increasing citation rates and impact (Piwowar et al., 2018) [3]. These benefits align with the
LIS community's values of democratizing access to information and promoting equitable knowledge
sharing.

Bohannon (2013) [4] in his study titled “Challenges and Quality Concerns in OA Publishing”
conducted a landmark study that exposed the wvulnerability of some OA journals to predatory
practices, where low-quality or non-peer-reviewed content was published. This has raised questions
regarding quality control in OA publishing. In LIS, scholars have recommended mechanisms for
assessing the credibility of OA journals, including rigorous peer review and accreditation from trusted
databases like DOAJ and Scopus (Beall, 2016) [5].

As noted by Machin-Mastromatteo and Secker (2015) [15] during the study “Role of Open Access
E-Journals in LIS Education and Practice” discuss on OA resources enhance the learning experience,
promoting evidence-based practice and ongoing professional development. For LIS educators, OA e-
journals serve as a resource for integrating current research into curriculam, bridging gaps between
academia and practice.

Xia (2020) [16] in the study “Current Trends and Future Directions” reveal a trend toward hybrid
models that combine open and restricted access, allowing journals to diversify their revenue streams.
Additionally, there is a growing emphasis on collaborative publishing models and international
cooperation to strengthen OA journals' credibility and impact in LIS. Future research may focus on
the long-term sustainability of OA models and the ways in which LIS-specific journals can foster
stronger policies around accessibility and ethical publishing.

Singh, S., & Chander, H. (2019) [1] in his study Impact of Open Access on the Field of Library and
Information Science emphasizes the accessibility and visibility benefits of OA journals for LIS
professionals. They argue that OA e-journals reduce financial barriers, making research widely
available. This is particularly impactful in developing countries where libraries often struggle with
budget constraints. The study also finds that OA publishing can increase citation rates for LIS
researchers, improving academic and practical visibility.

OA journals have significantly improved research visibility and impact. Bjork (2012) [11] noted
that articles published in OA journals typically receive more citations than those in subscription-based
journals. A survey by Piwowar et al. (2023) [20] revealed that 72% of researchers consider OA
journals vital for disseminating their work to a broader audience, particularly in fields like LIS where
cross-disciplinary reach is important.

Macharia et al. (2023) [19] found that high article processing charges (APCs) remain a barrier for
researchers from low-income regions. Additionally, inequities in access to publication funds highlight
the need for alternative funding mechanisms, such as institutional support for Diamond OA models.

Sweeney (2024) [21] reported that transformative agreements, which shift subscription models to
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OA, have enabled greater access to scholarly works in LIS.

Johnson et al., 2024 [18] found that new digital tools, including Al-driven indexing systems, are
improving the discoverability of OA journals. Furthermore, OA educational materials, such as
textbooks and lecture notes, have become pivotal for LIS programs globally, as noted by Thomas and
Lee (2023) [23].

Objectives:

e To identify and categorize prominent OA e-journals in LIS.

o To evaluate the extent to which open access e-journals in LIS are accessible to researchers,
students, and professionals globally.

e To analyze the academic quality, peer-review process, and credibility of open access e-journals
in the LIS domain.
To identify current trends, emerging topics, and thematic areas covered by OA LIS e-journals.

e To assess impact on academic research of these open access e-resources.

e To explore the role of OA e-journals in promoting the free exchange of ideas and knowledge
within the LIS community.

e To develop strategies for increasing awareness and adoption of OA e-journals among LIS
professionals and researchers.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive and exploratory research design to analyze open-access e-journals
in Library and Information Science (LIS). The focus is on identifying their accessibility, content
quality, scope, and impact on LIS research and practice( Grogg, Jill E., 2008) [6].
Population/Sampling of this study is Open-access e-journals indexed in prominent databases such as
Directory of Open Access Journals, Google Scholar, Journals websites etc with a primary focus on
LIS journals. Journal Websites (for Information on editorial policies, publication frequency, scope,
and indexing) and Databases and Directories (such as DOAJ, Google Scholar) and Publishers
disclosures are used for Data collection. Selected criteria have been taken to analyze in tabular form,
Such as authority, searching, archiving, coverage, links etc. (Smith, Alastair G, 2005) [7] For Content
Analysis and Thematic Analysis. Evaluation criteria include Accessibility, Content Quality, Impact
and Relevance.

Data Interpretation

Table Analysis: Source of above Table-1 is Open-access e-journals indexed in prominent databases
such as Directory of Open Access Journals, Google Scholar, Journals websites and Publishers
disclosures. Selected criteria have been taken such as authority, searching, archiving, coverage, and
links to analyze in tabular form. Open Access journals in LIS provide unrestricted access to cutting-
edge research, promoting collaboration across geographies (Beck et.al,1997) [8]. OA LIS journals are
published globally, with prominent contributors. A journal’s Impact Factor reflects its influence.
Journal of Information Science ranks highly, indicating significant contributions to theoretical and
practical research. Some OA journals lack rigorous peer-review processes, which could impact
credibility. Popular topics include data curation, knowledge management, and digital preservation,
aligning with the rise of Big Data and Al applications in libraries. Journals vary in publication
frequency, with high-quality journals often being quarterly or monthly. This reflects the workload and
editorial standards required for publishing consistently. LIS researchers benefit from the visibility and
citation advantage of publishing in OA journals. Authors from developing countries face challenges
such as publication fees (APCs), despite waivers offered by some publishers. The rise of predatory
publishers poses a challenge for scholars in identifying credible OA platforms. Academic libraries
should subscribe to indexes and databases, ensuring access to credible OA LIS journals for their
patrons. Libraries can support researchers by curating resources on OA publishing practices and
providing training on evaluating journal credibility.
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The analysis of Open Access e-journals in Library and Information Science (LIS) differs from
previous studies in its focus, purpose, and approach. While previous studies synthesize existing
research, summarizing past studies (Harnad et.al, 2004) [10]. This study focuses on current trends,
challenges, and practical implications of Open Access ejournal of library and information science by
identifying prominent OA e-journals in LIS; evaluating the extent to which open access e-journals in
LIS are accessible to researchers, students, and professionals globally; analyzing the academic quality,
peer-review process, and credibility of open access e-journals in the LIS domain; identifying current
trends, emerging topics, and thematic areas covered by OA LIS e-journals; assessing impact on
academic research of these open access e-resources; exploring the role of OA e-journals in promoting
the free exchange of ideas and knowledge within the LIS community and develop strategies for
increasing awareness and adoption of OA e-journals among LIS professionals and researchers.
Moreover previous studies provide a historical overview, while this analysis offers a deeper, critical
engagement with the ongoing issues proposing potential solutions and policy recommendations. This
analysis the analysis extends this by addressing contemporary challenges and suggesting ways
forward for the field (Brody et.al, 2004) [12].

Findings:

e The above study revealed significant insights on open access e-resources. OA e-journals in LIS
generally scored high in terms of accessibility, as they offer unrestricted access to content. This
has led to increased visibility and readership, especially in regions where access to
subscription-based journals is limited .

e Many journals in the sample also demonstrated high accessibility through their indexing in
major academic databases like DOAJ, Scopus, Google Scholar etc. While some OA e-journals
in LIS achieved considerable impact, evidenced by moderate to high citation counts.

e A major similarity found that almost e-journals are concentrating towards digital library
initiatives, technological, information service developments and information networking issues
contains a wide coverage of local library issues ranging from ongoing research day-to-day news
from the work place etc.

e Out of several searched e-journals it is found that all available in full text form free of cost and
can be received regularly. The most notable findings in the study are that it provides effective
communication between user and online Free E-Journals.

e Leading OA e-journals typically had transparent and rigorous peer-review processes, often
publishing their review guidelines, turnaround times, and acceptance rates. However, several
lower-ranked OA journals had less transparency regarding their review process, raising
concerns about quality control.

e Sustainability remains a critical concern, as OA journals often rely on author fees or
institutional support to cover costs. This dependency can sometimes limit journal frequency or
the ability to maintain high editorial standards.

e OA e-journals were widely playing their role in knowledge democratization. Researchers and
LIS professionals, particularly those from underfunded institutions or developing countries,
emphasized the benefits of OA, noting that it enables them to access essential research without
financial barriers.

Suggestions:

Based on the findings, the following suggestions are proposed to improve the quality, impact, and

sustainability of open access (OA) e-journals in Library and Information Science (LIS):

o OA e-journals should prioritize transparent and rigorous peer-review processes. Journals can
adopt double-blind peer review and publish review guidelines, including details on review
criteria and acceptance rates, to build trust among authors and readers. This will help elevate
the perceived quality and credibility of OA journals (Senn, et.al 2021) [13].

e Developing standardized quality benchmarks for OA journals in LIS would help differentiate
credible journals from less reputable ones. Journals can also work toward attaining recognition
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from reputable bodies like COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics) to enhance their
credibility.

e Journals should aim for inclusion in high-impact indexing databases such as Scopus, Web of
Science, and DOAJ. This would increase visibility and impact.

¢ Financial sustainability is a key challenge for OA journals, alternative funding models beyond
author fees should be explored. Collaboration with libraries for institutional support and
consortia-based funding could also provide financial stability.

e To reduce operational costs and streamline editorial processes, OA e-journals in LIS could
collaborate with established open-access publishing platforms or university presses. These
platforms often provide essential resources, such as peer-review management systems,
marketing support, and technical infrastructure( Soloman et.al, 2012 ) [14].

o LIS professionals, researchers, and students need guidance on identifying reputable OA
journals. Library webpage should give users links for open access E-Journals

¢ Rigorous study on the use and usability on open access E-Journals to be made on regular basis.
OA e-journals should conduct periodic assessments of their performance based on metrics such
as citation impact, download counts, and reader feedback. Self-assessment allows journals to
identify areas for improvement, set growth targets, and adjust strategies for editorial and
operational quality.

e Encouraging greater collaboration with researchers, librarians, and practitioners through special
issues, thematic collections, and editorial boards with diverse expertise can strengthen a
journal’s relevance, (B. C.,et.al 2023) [17]. Engagement with the LIS community can provide
valuable feedback on emerging trends. The LIS professionals too have to create more
awareness of these open access E-Journals.

DISCUSSION

There has been a rapid urge of the user community to get more and more Information Online.
Academic libraries facing shrinking budgets are trying to acquire quality Information Resources in the
most efficient and effective means possible. This coupled with the positive attitudes. The open access
E-Journals are available in accepted standards and the users are using open access E-Journals
satisfactorily. These resources play a crucial role in advancing research, promoting knowledge
dissemination, and supporting the principles of equitable access to information. Open access journals
in LIS contribute to the democratization of information by removing financial barriers, allowing
practitioners, researchers, and students worldwide to benefit from the latest research and innovations.
These journals cover a wide range of LIS topics, including digital curation, information retrieval,
scholarly communication, knowledge management, and information literacy. Many are well-
established, peer-reviewed, and hosted by reputable institutions. By providing unrestricted access to
high-quality research, these journals support global advancements in information science, bridging
knowledge gaps and empowering professionals and researchers to address emerging challenges in the
information age.

CONCLUSION

However, challenges remain, such as ensuring consistent funding, maintaining high-quality peer
review processes, and safeguarding against predatory publishing practices. By focusing on rigorous
quality control, effective funding strategies, community engagement, and transparent peer-review
standards, OA journals can continue to support accessible and credible research dissemination in LIS.
To enhance the reputation and effectiveness of OA e-journals in LIS, efforts must focus on
strengthening peer-review rigor, improving transparency, and addressing financial sustainability. The
results of this study can be useful for information scientists studying or working with portal-based
retrieval of E-Resources, and also for the designers and developers of future online interactive
Information Retrieval systems.
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