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Abstract 

Gesture-driven robotic systems are becoming increasingly relevant in applications such as assistive 

technology, industrial automation, and interactive systems. The choice of chassis material plays a 

crucial role in determining the robot's mechanical strength, weight, and ease of fabrication. This study 

systematically evaluates three chassis materials—iron, acrylic, and 3D printed polymers—to determine 

their suitability for gesture-controlled robots. A standardized robotic configuration, including two rear 

motors, two front dummy axles, an L298N motor driver, and an ESP32 doit V1 microcontroller, was 

employed to assess key performance parameters. The study finds that iron offers superior durability 

and strength but contributes to higher weight, impacting maneuverability and energy efficiency. 

Acrylic, in contrast, is lightweight and cost-effective, making it suitable for applications requiring 

transparency and moderate strength. The 3D printed chassis provides high design flexibility and 

customizability while maintaining a balance between weight and durability. A comparative analysis of 

these materials under controlled conditions provides valuable insights into their trade-offs, guiding 

developers in selecting the most appropriate chassis material for different robotic applications. This 

research also integrates a review of recent advancements in chassis materials, emphasizing the 

importance of manufacturing techniques and material properties. Unlike previous studies, this work 

directly compares materials under identical testing conditions and evaluates their structural and 

functional impact. Future research directions include the exploration of hybrid materials and real-

world testing under diverse environmental conditions. These findings contribute to the optimization of 

chassis selection for next-generation gesture-driven robots, improving their efficiency, adaptability, 

and long-term sustainability. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The field of robotics has been rapidly advancing 

with the integration of novel technologies that 

enhance human-robot interaction. Gesture-driven 

robots, which respond to human gestures for control 

and operation, represent a significant leap in 

creating intuitive and user-friendly automation 

systems. These robots find applications in various 

domains, including assistive technologies, industrial 

automation, and interactive entertainment [1]. 

 

Background and Motivation for the Study 

The development of gesture-driven robots 

requires careful consideration of several design 

elements, among which the chassis plays a critical 

role. The chassis not only provides the structural 

integrity necessary for housing electronic 

components and sensors but also affects the robot's 
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maneuverability and energy efficiency. Traditional materials like iron have been widely used for their 

robustness [2]. However, the advent of new materials and manufacturing techniques such as 3D printing 

and laser cutting has opened up possibilities for lightweight and cost-effective alternatives [3]. 

 

Overview of Gesture-Driven Robots 

Gesture-driven robots are designed to interpret human gestures through visual or sensor-based inputs, 

translating these into mechanical actions. This interaction model requires a delicate balance between 

hardware and software components to achieve seamless operation. The chassis must accommodate 

sensors and facilitate the robot's movement, making it a central component in the design of such robots 

[4]. 

 

Importance of Chassis Design in Robotics 

The selection of chassis material and design significantly influences the robot's performance. A well-

designed chassis can enhance stability and reduce power consumption, leading to longer operational 

periods. Moreover, the ease of manufacturing and assembling the chassis impacts the overall production 

cost and scalability of the robot [5]. With the increasing demand for customizable and adaptive robotic 

solutions, exploring diverse chassis materials is crucial for innovation in this field. 

 

Objectives and Scope of the Research 

This study aims to evaluate the performance of three different chassis materials—iron, acrylic, and 3D 

printed solutions—in the context of gesture-driven robots. By comparing these materials, we seek to: 

• Identify the trade-offs between weight, strength, and production complexity. 

• Analyze the impact of each material on stability, energy efficiency, and durability. 

• Compare findings with previous literature to highlight the novelty of this work. 

• Provide insights into material selection to assist developers in making informed decisions. 

 

A standard robotic configuration, including two rear motors, two front dummy axles, an L298N motor 

driver, and an ESP32 DOIT V1 microcontroller, is used for evaluation. The findings of this study will 

aid in making informed design decisions, enhancing the development of gesture-driven robotic systems. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Summary of Existing Work in Chassis Design for Robots 

The evolution of robotic chassis design has been driven by the need for enhanced performance and 

adaptability in various applications. Traditionally, materials such as iron and aluminum have been 

preferred due to their superior strength and durability [1]. Studies indicate that iron provides excellent 

structural support, making it a popular choice for heavy-duty applications [2]. However, its high weight 

poses limitations in scenarios where maneuverability and energy efficiency are critical [3]. 

 

Recent research has introduced lightweight alternatives such as acrylic and 3D printed polymers, 

which offer cost-effectiveness and customization options. Acrylic has been widely explored for its ease 

of fabrication and affordability, demonstrating potential in lightweight robotic applications [4]. 

Additionally, 3D printing technology has revolutionized chassis design by enabling intricate geometries 

and rapid prototyping, making it an attractive option for robotics development [5]. Studies from 2021-

2023 [6][7] have explored multi-material 3D printing, improving strength-to-weight ratios and thermal 

resistance, making them viable alternatives for robotic chassis. 

 

Discussion of Different Materials Used in Robotic Chassis 

Iron continues to be a robust material for chassis design, but its high weight necessitates exploration 

of alternative materials. Acrylic has been used extensively in research and education-based robotic 

applications due to its transparency and ease of laser cutting. However, it lacks the structural rigidity of 

metals, making it unsuitable for high-stress applications [8]. 
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3D printing introduces materials such as PLA, ABS, and carbon fiber-infused polymers, known for 

their ease of manufacturing and mechanical flexibility. Studies emphasize the design flexibility 

provided by 3D printing, which allows the development of complex internal structures that optimize 

weight while maintaining adequate strength [9]. The ability to fabricate customized chassis components 

with minimal waste further adds to its appeal [10]. 

 

Identification of Gaps in Current Research 

Despite extensive research on individual materials used in robotic chassis, there is a lack of 

comprehensive comparative studies evaluating iron, acrylic, and 3D printed polymers under uniform 

testing conditions. Existing studies often focus on specific materials without direct cross-comparisons, 

leading to a lack of standardized performance benchmarks [11]. Furthermore, recent research [12] 

highlights the importance of hybrid material integration to enhance mechanical properties, which 

remains an underexplored area in robotics. Sustainability and recyclability of these materials also 

require further investigation [13]. 

 

This study bridges these gaps by conducting a direct comparative analysis of iron, acrylic, and 3D 

printed chassis under controlled experimental conditions. By assessing durability, ease of 

manufacturing, and overall stability, this research provides insights into the trade-offs associated with 

each material, guiding the selection process for optimized gesture-driven robotic chassis. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Description of the Robot Configuration 

The gesture-driven robot utilized in this study features a standard configuration designed to optimize 

movement and control. The configuration comprises two rear motors, which provide the propulsion 

necessary for motion, and two front dummy axles for stability. Control over the motors is achieved 

through an L298N motor driver, which interfaces with the ESP32 doit V1 microcontroller. This 

microcontroller is chosen for its robust processing capabilities, ideal for managing gesture inputs and 

controlling the robot's operations. 

 

The configuration of the robot, as illustrated in Figure 1, details the arrangement of the motors, axles, 

and microcontroller. 

 

 
Figure 1. Configuration of the Robot, Detailing the Arrangement of the Motors, Axles, and 

Microcontroller. 
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Material Properties and Selection 

To ensure a comprehensive analysis, the mechanical and physical properties of iron, acrylic, and 3D 
printed PLA were documented: 

• Iron: High tensile strength (~400 MPa), but significantly heavier (~7.8 g/cm³). It offers excellent 
durability but impacts maneuverability due to increased weight. 

• Acrylic: Moderate strength (~70 MPa), low density (~1.2 g/cm³), and high transparency, making 
it ideal for research robots where internal components must be visible. 

• 3D Printed PLA: Lightweight (~1.3 g/cm³) with lower tensile strength (~60 MPa). It offers 
customization flexibility but may have lower structural rigidity compared to iron. 

 

Details of Each Chassis Type 

This study evaluates three distinct chassis materials: iron, 3D printed polymers, and laser-cut acrylic. 
Each material was selected for its unique properties and potential benefits to the robot's overall design: 

• Iron Chassis: Known for its durability and strength, iron serves as a benchmark material. Its high 
density provides stability but adds significant weight, which can affect power consumption and 
agility. 

• 3D Printed Chassis: Fabricated using PLA (Polylactic Acid), a common 3D printing polymer, 
this chassis offers a lightweight alternative and permits complex geometric designs tailored to 
specific requirements. 

• Laser-Cut Acrylic Chassis: Acrylic is chosen for its clarity and ease of fabrication via laser 
cutting, providing a balance between weight and rigidity. Its transparency is beneficial for 
applications requiring visibility of internal components. 

 
Figure 2 presents photographs of each chassis type, highlighting the iron, 3D printed, and laser-cut 

acrylic materials. 
 
Process of Manufacturing and Testing Each Chassis 

The manufacturing process for each chassis was tailored to its material characteristics: 

• Iron Chassis: Constructed using traditional metalworking techniques, including cutting and 
welding. Precision in manufacturing was emphasized to ensure structural integrity. 

• 3D Printed Chassis: Designs were created using CAD software and printed using a commercial 
3D printer. This process allowed for rapid prototyping and iterative testing, which was critical 
for optimizing the design. 

• Laser-Cut Acrylic Chassis: Acrylic sheets were precision-cut using a laser cutter, allowing for 
intricate designs with a high degree of accuracy. The cut components were assembled using 
adhesives and mechanical fasteners. 

 
To evaluate the performance of each chassis, the following criteria were considered: 

• Durability: Subjecting each chassis to stress testing to determine its ability to withstand 
mechanical loads. 

• Weight: Measuring the weight of each chassis, as it directly impacts the robot's energy efficiency 
and maneuverability. 

• Ease of Production: Assessing the complexity and time required for manufacturing each chassis, 
factors that influence scalability and cost-effectiveness. 

 
As shown in Figure 3, images of the 3D printing and laser cutting processes highlight the methods 

used in the fabrication of the chassis. 
 
RESULTS 

Comparative Analysis of Chassis Performance 

The performance of the chassis materials—iron, 3D printed, and laser-cut acrylic—was evaluated 

under controlled conditions. Each material was assessed based on several key metrics: weight, cost, 

durability, and ease of production. 
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Figure 2. Photographs of Each Chassis Type, Showcasing the Iron, 3D Printed, and Laser-Cut Acrylic. 

 

 
Figure 3. Images of the 3D Printing and Laser Cutting Processes Used in the Fabrication of the Chassis. 

 

The results of these evaluations provide insights into the trade-offs associated with each material, 

informing decisions about their suitability for different robotic applications. 

 

Table 1 presents a detailed comparison of the material properties for three different chassis types: 

iron, 3D printed PLA, and laser-cut acrylic. This comparison highlights significant variations in weight, 

cost, durability, ease of production, and flexibility, which are critical considerations in the selection of 

materials for chassis fabrication. This table presents quantitative data on the weight, cost, and durability 

of the materials, highlighting the strengths and weaknesses observed during testing.  
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Table 1. Comparison of Material Properties for Different Chassis Types (Iron, 3D Printed PLA, and 

Laser-Cut Acrylic). 

Metric Iron 3D Printed (PLA) Laser-Cut Acrylic 

Weight (kg) 0.8 0.2 0.4 

Cost (INR) 50 90 70 

Durability High Medium Medium 

Ease of Production Low High Medium 

Flexibility Low High Medium 

 

Observations on the Advantages and Disadvantages of Each Material 

• Iron: Provides excellent durability and strength but at the cost of increased weight and lower ease 

of production. 

• 3D Printed (PLA): Offers substantial flexibility and ease of production, making it ideal for rapid 

prototyping and customization. However, it incurs higher costs and moderate durability. 

• Laser-Cut Acrylic: Balances weight and cost effectively, with medium durability and production 

ease, suitable for applications where transparency and moderate strength are needed. 

 

Implications for Gesture-Driven Robots 

Based on these findings, iron remains suitable for heavy-duty applications, 3D printing offers 

adaptability for rapid prototyping, and acrylic serves as a cost-effective solution for research robots. 

Future research should explore hybrid materials for an optimized balance of durability and weight. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Interpretation of Results 

The comparative analysis of the chassis materials—iron, 3D printed (PLA), and laser-cut acrylic—

provides valuable insights into their respective performance characteristics. Iron, while offering 

superior durability, demonstrated a higher weight, which could limit its application in scenarios where 

energy efficiency and maneuverability are critical. Conversely, the 3D printed chassis, constructed from 

PLA, presented a significant reduction in weight, enhancing agility but at the expense of durability. The 

laser-cut acrylic chassis offered a balanced performance, with moderate weight and cost, making it 

suitable for applications where a combination of visibility and strength is required. 

 

Implications for Chassis Selection in Gesture-Driven Robots 

The findings underscore the importance of material selection in the design of gesture-driven robots. 

For applications prioritizing robustness and long-term structural integrity, iron remains a viable choice. 

However, for projects that demand rapid prototyping and customization, 3D printed solutions offer 

unparalleled flexibility. Laser-cut acrylic provides a middle ground, ideal for educational or research 

purposes where ease of production and cost-effectiveness are essential. These insights can guide 

developers in selecting the appropriate material based on specific functional requirements and 

operational environments. 

 

Limitations of the Study 

While the study provides a comprehensive evaluation of three chassis materials, it is limited by 

several factors. Firstly, the testing conditions may not fully represent real-world environments where 

these robots operate. Additionally, the study focuses on a specific robotic configuration, which may not 

be applicable to all types of gesture-driven robots. Furthermore, the cost analysis does not account for 

potential variations in material prices across different regions, which could affect the overall cost-

effectiveness of each chassis type. 
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CONCLUSION 

Summary of Key Findings 

This study provides a comprehensive evaluation of three chassis materials—iron, 3D printed PLA, 

and laser-cut acrylic—used in gesture-driven robotic systems. The analysis highlights significant trade-

offs between the materials in terms of weight, cost, durability, ease of production, and flexibility. Iron 

offers high durability but at the expense of increased weight, which can affect energy efficiency and 

maneuverability. The 3D printed chassis, while being the lightest and most flexible, incurs higher costs 

and offers moderate durability. Laser-cut acrylic provides a balanced option with moderate weight and 

cost, suitable for applications needing transparency and strength. 

 

Recommendations for Future Research 

Future research should explore the integration of hybrid chassis materials that combine the strengths 

of multiple materials to optimize durability, weight, and flexibility. Additionally, the impact of 

environmental conditions on material performance, such as temperature variations and wear resistance, 

should be investigated. Expanding the scope to real-world deployment scenarios will further validate 

the findings and assist in developing next-generation gesture-driven robotic systems. 

 

By addressing these research directions, advancements in material science and robotics can converge 

to create more efficient, adaptable, and sustainable robotic platforms for diverse applications. 

 

Potential Applications of the Study 

The outcomes of this research have significant implications for the design and development of 

gesture-driven robotic systems across various industries. Iron chassis are best suited for applications 

requiring robust and durable structures, such as industrial robots. 3D printed chassis are ideal for rapid 

prototyping and educational purposes, where customization and low weight are crucial. Laser-cut 

acrylic offers a practical solution for research and development environments, where visibility and 

moderate strength are needed. These insights can aid developers and engineers in selecting the most 

appropriate chassis materials based on specific operational requirements and constraints. 
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