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Abstract 

Brain tumor detection plays a crucial role in early diagnosis and effective treatment planning. This 

research presents a MATLAB-based Graphical User Interface (GUI) for Brain Tumor Detection, 

incorporating a comprehensive pipeline of image processing techniques. The GUI provides a user-
friendly platform, empowering medical professionals to accurately and efficiently analyze MRI brain 

scans. The GUI begins with text removal to eliminate any textual artifacts that may be present in the 
MRI scans, ensuring a clean input for subsequent processing steps. Image enhancement techniques are 

then applied to improve the visibility of tumor regions, enhancing the contrast and highlighting subtle 
features that aid in tumor identification. To address the challenge of noise and artifacts, state-of-the-

art noise removal filters are integrated into the GUI. These filters effectively suppress noise while 

preserving essential structural details, enabling better tumor localization. The presented GUI 
streamlines the brain tumor detection process, making it accessible to medical practitioners without 

extensive image processing expertise. By combining text removal, image enhancement, noise removal, 
thresholding, and segmentation functionalities, the GUI provides a comprehensive and efficient tool for 

accurate brain tumor diagnosis, ultimately contributing to improved patient outcomes and better 
healthcare decision-making. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Image processing has emerged as a powerful tool in the field of medical diagnostics, particularly in 
the analysis of medical images such as Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) scans. The ability to extract 

meaningful information from these images plays a 

crucial role in early disease detection and accurate 
diagnosis. One of the significant challenges in 

medical image analysis is the detection of brain 
tumours [1], which can be life-threatening if not 

diagnosed and treated promptly. In recent years, 
researchers have been exploring various image 

processing tecshniques to aid in the automated 

detection and segmentation of brain tumours, 
aiming to improve the efficiency and precision of 

the diagnostic process. Among the diverse array of 
image processing techniques, morphological 

operations have shown great promise in handling 

medical image data due to their ability to preserve 
spatial information and exploit the shape and size 

characteristics of objects within the images. 
Morphological operations are a subset of 

mathematical operations that are based on the 
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concept of set theory and primarily involve the manipulation of image shapes and structures. In this 

context, the integration of morphological operations into brain tumour detection holds immense 

potential. Brain tumour detection using morphological operations involves the application of operations 
such as erosion, dilation, opening, and closing to enhance the saliency of tumour regions and suppress 

noise and irrelevant structures. These operations exploit the spatial relationships between pixels and 
their neighbouring regions, allowing for better feature extraction and localization of tumour boundaries. 

 
The aim of this research is to develop an innovative brain tumour detection approach that leverages 

the strengths of morphological operations within the MATLAB environment [2]. MATLAB, powerful 
numerical computing software, offers a wide range of image processing functions, making it an ideal 
platform for implementing and testing the proposed technique. Additionally, the use of a Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) provides an intuitive and user-friendly platform for medical professionals to interact 
with the detection system effortlessly [3]. This study explores the details of brain tumour detection 
using morphological operations and outline the steps involved in the process. This study explores the 
pre-processing steps necessary to optimize the raw MRI scans for subsequent analysis. Furthermore, 
the development and implementation of the Graphical User Interface (GUI) are discussed, emphasizing 
its role in enabling medical experts to fine-tune parameters and visualize the intermediate results. The 
GUI [4] not only simplifies the usage of the proposed technique but also facilitates effective validation 
and assessment by providing side-by-side comparisons between the original MRI scans and the 
processed results. Lastly, presented the results of our experiments, conducted for both tumour and non-
tumour brain images. We evaluate the performance of the proposed brain tumour detection system using 
standard metrics, such as sensitivity, specificity, accuracy, and the dice coefficient. The obtained results 
demonstrate the efficacy of the morphological operations-based approach in accurately detecting brain 
tumours and highlight the potential for its integration into clinical practice. 
 

Related Work 

Supraja et.al., [5] proposed a method for brain tumour detection using morphological operations in 
MATLAB, but it does not mention the use of a graphical user interface. In this article, the morphological 
operation of erosion algorithm is applied to detect the tumour and the detailed procedures are 
implemented using MATLAB and the experimental results indicate that the proposed method efficiently 
detected the tumour region from the brain image. Proposed method accurately detects tumour region 
from MRI and Tumour volume is calculated for exact detection. The proposed method in paper [6] uses 
morphological operations in MATLAB with a graphical user interface to detect brain tumours from 
MRI scan images. This project uses the patient's MRI scan image to detect the Brain tumour using GUI 
in MATLAB and proposes segmentation algorithm which detect the tumour region with high degree of 
accuracy. Brain tumour detection using image segmentation and classification and High degree of 
accuracy in tumour type detection. 

 
Rawat et al., [7] discusses the development of a user-friendly GUI in MATLAB for brain tumour 

detection using image pre-processing, segmentation, feature extraction, and classification techniques 
and provided knowledge about an algorithm that will help you notify about the tumour to the customer 
using information that uses image pre-processing technique, segmentation, localization, feature 
extraction, and classification. Welankiwa et al., [8] discusses the use of MATLAB and morphological 
operations for brain tumour detection but does not mention the use of a graphical user interface. The 
authors proposed a method incorporating different layers of noise removal techniques to clean up the 
images as well as image segmentation and morphological operations for detection and extraction of 
tumours and determining their size. This paper focuses on brain tumour size can be measured using 
MRI images and used MATLAB for image processing. 

 
An efficient method for tumour detection based on segmentation and morphological operators is 

proposed [9] and it is shown that segmentation method is used to separate the tumour area from 
background and then Morphological operators are applied to detect the tumour in the Magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) and cancer cell in computerized tomography (CT) scan. Efficient method for 
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tumour detection using segmentation and morphological operators. Application in brain tumour and 
lung cancer detection is discussed. 
 

METHODOLOGY 

Tumour Detection Methodology 

Figure 1 shows the brain tumour detection methodology. 
 

Data Acquisition and Pre-processing 
Data acquisition is a crucial step in brain tumour detection research. The dataset used for this study 

obtained from the Kaggle website. Many open-source datasets are available on this website for 
programmers and researchers. The dataset was picked for this website in JPG format and the photos are 
arranged. The dataset should include enough brain MRI scans with both tumour and non-tumour cases 
to ensure a balanced representation. Pre-processing is essential to enhance the quality of the MRI images 
and remove artifacts that could affect the accuracy of tumour detection. The pre-processing steps 
involve the following: 
 
Pre-processing Stage 

The pre-processing stage in brain tumour detection refers to the initial steps taken to prepare the brain 
imaging data (typically MRI or CT scans) before feeding them into the machine learning or computer 
vision algorithms for tumour detection. Pre-processing is crucial because it helps enhance the quality 
of the data, removes noise, and ensures the data is in a suitable format for analysis. 

 
After preprocessing next steps performed are text removal, image sharpening and enhancement and 

finally applying the noise removal filters. These steps are given as follows. 
 

Text Removal 

Use image processing techniques to detect text regions (e.g., using edge detection and contour 
analysis). Inpainting or content-aware filling can be used to remove the detected text regions while 
preserving the surrounding content. For more advanced scenarios, deep learning-based methods like 
Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) can be used for text removal. 
 

Image Sharpening and Enhancement 

Image sharpening can be achieved using algorithms like the unsharp mask or high pass filtering to 
enhance edges and details. Image enhancement can involve techniques like contrast stretching, 
histogram equalization, or adaptive histogram equalization to improve overall visibility. 
 

Noise Removal Filters 

For noise removal, techniques like Gaussian blur, median filtering, or bilateral filtering can be used. 
For medical images, specialized denoising algorithms like non-local means or wavelet-based denoising 
may be more appropriate. 
 

Segmentation 

Segmentation is the process of identifying and delineating the tumour region from the rest of the 
brain in the pre-processed image. Several methods can be used for segmentation, and one common 
approach is to use morphological operators [10], as mentioned in the previous response. Setting a 
threshold value to create a binary image where pixel values above the threshold correspond to the 
tumour region. Adaptive thresholding techniques may be used to handle variations in image intensity. 
Region Growing technique starts with a seed point within the tumour region and progressively grows 
the region based on similarity criteria, such as intensity or texture. The choice of segmentation method 
depends on factors such as the type of tumour, the complexity of the images, and the available 
computational resources. 
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Figure 1. Tumor Detection Methodology. 

 

Post-processing 

Even after segmentation, the binary mask may contain some inaccuracies or artifacts. Post-processing 
aims to refine the segmentation results and improve the final tumour region delineation. Common post-
processing techniques include Connected Component Analysis: Identifying and removing small, 
isolated regions that may have resulted from noise or errors during segmentation. Filling small gaps or 
holes in the segmented region to create a continuous tumour mask. Applying filters or morphological 
operations to make the tumour boundary smoother and more regular. Eliminating any regions that do 

not meet certain criteria for being classified as tumour regions. This step helps in reducing false-positive 
detections. Refining the tumour region by merging nearby segments or splitting large regions that may 
not be accurately delineated. The effectiveness of the post-processing stage significantly impacts the 
accuracy of tumour detection and the quality of the final segmentation results. 

Furthermore, following steps are discussed below. 
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Thresholding 

Thresholding is a fundamental image processing technique used to convert grayscale images into 

binary images. In brain tumour detection, it is often employed to segment regions of interest, such as 

tumours, from the background. The process involves selecting an appropriate threshold value, and all 

pixels with intensities above this threshold are classified as tumour pixels, while the rest are considered 

background pixels. Choosing an optimal threshold value is crucial to obtain accurate tumour 

segmentation. 

 

Watershed Segmentation 

Watershed segmentation is a technique commonly used for segmenting objects with poorly defined 

boundaries, like tumours in brain images. It views the grayscale image as a topographic surface, where 

the intensity values represent elevations. By considering the image as a landscape, the algorithm 

identifies regional minima as potential markers for different objects, including tumour regions. The 

algorithm then "floods" the landscape from these markers, creating "watersheds" that separate different 

objects. In the context of brain tumour detection, these watersheds can help identify and delineate 

tumour boundaries. 

 

Morphological Operations 

Morphological operations involve the processing of binary images to manipulate and refine object 

shapes. Erosion and dilation are two primary morphological operations used in brain tumour detection. 

Erosion removes small noise regions and fine details from the binary image, which helps improve the 

accuracy of the tumour segmentation. On the other hand, dilation expands the binary regions, allowing 

the algorithm to connect fragmented tumour areas. Combining both erosion and dilation iteratively can 

help fine-tune the tumour segmentation results. In brain tumour detection workflows, these image 

processing techniques are often used in combination to achieve accurate tumour segmentation and 

localization. The process usually involves pre-processing the MRI data, applying thresholding to obtain 

a binary mask of the tumour, refining the segmentation with morphological operations, and potentially 

employing watershed segmentation to address complex tumour boundaries or overlapping structures. 

The ultimate goal is to assist medical professionals in accurately identifying and analysing brain 

tumours, leading to better diagnosis and treatment planning for patients. 

 

The MATLAB Graphical User Interface (GUI) is designed to provide an interactive and user-friendly 

platform for clinicians to perform brain tumour detection. The GUI should include the following 

components: A section where users can load the MRI images from their local directory or database. The 

selected image should be displayed in the GUI for further processing. Options for users to apply noise 

reduction and intensity normalization to the loaded image. Users should be able to visualize the pre-

processed image before proceeding to the next steps. Buttons or dropdown menus that allow users to 

choose and apply different morphological operators to the pre-processed image. Users should be able 

to visualize the effects of each operation in real-time. After applying the morphological operators, the 

segmented tumour region should be highlighted in the original image or displayed separately. This 

visualization helps clinicians to assess the accuracy of the segmentation. A section where the results of 

tumour segmentation, such as accuracy metrics and visualizations, can be displayed. Users should also 

be able to export the results for further analysis or reporting. The morphological operators selected 

should be integrated into the MATLAB GUI’s [11] backend code. MATLAB provides built-in functions 

for performing morphological operations, such as imerode, imdilate, imopen, and imclose, which can 

be utilized in the GUI. By integrating the morphological operators into the MATLAB GUI, the proposed 

brain tumour detection system becomes interactive, enabling users to customize and optimize the 

segmentation process for individual cases. The GUI’s real-time visualization capabilities provide 

valuable insights for clinicians and researchers, enhancing [12] the overall effectiveness of the tumour 

detection methodology.  
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The methodology employed a series of image processing steps, including preprocessing techniques 
such as histogram equalization and denoising, followed by morphological operations like erosion, 

dilation, opening, and closing for tumor segmentation. The MATLAB GUI allowed users to 
interactively fine-tune parameters, enhancing the algorithm's adaptability to various datasets and 
imaging conditions. 

 
The evaluation of the proposed method was conducted on a dataset comprising brain MRI images. 

Quantitative metrics such as sensitivity, specificity, accuracy, precision, and F1 score were used to 
assess the algorithm's performance. The results demonstrated promising outcomes, showcasing the 

algorithm's ability to effectively detect brain tumors while providing meaningful visualizations of 
segmented tumor regions as presented in Figure 2. The research findings highlighted the importance of 
morphological operations in effectively separating tumor regions from healthy brain tissue. However, 
the study also identified some limitations, such as false positives and false negatives, which could be 
attributed to inherent complexities in brain MRI dataa and variations in tumor characteristics. 
 

 
Figure 2. Detection of Brain tumor. 
 

Despite these limitations, the proposed brain tumor detection method using morphological operations 
in MATLAB GUI holds significant clinical implications. Medical professionals can leverage this tool 
to aid in early diagnosis, treatment planning, and monitoring tumor progression, ultimately contributing 
to improved patient care. Looking forward, future research could focus on enhancing the algorithm's 
robustness and generalization by exploring the integration of advanced machine learning techniques or 
considering 3D image data as presented in Figure 3. Additionally, the research could benefit from larger 
and diverse datasets to further validate the algorithm's performance across different populations and 
imaging conditions. This research lays the groundwork for a robust and user-friendly brain tumor 
detection system that harnesses the power of morphological operations in a MATLAB GUI. The 
findings underscore the potential of this method as a valuable tool in the field of medical imaging, 
providing clinicians with a reliable means to detect brain tumors and offering patients improved chances 
for timely and effective treatment. 
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Figure 3. Non-Detection of Brain tumor. 
 
CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, our study successfully implemented a brain tumor detection method using 
morphological operations within a MATLAB GUI. The approach demonstrated promising results in 
accurately segmenting tumor regions from brain MRI images. The GUI's user-friendly nature allows 
for easy parameter tuning and customization. While the method shows potential in aiding medical 
professionals, further refinements and validation on larger datasets are warranted to enhance its 
robustness and clinical applicability. Overall, this research contributes to the field of medical imaging 
and offers a foundation for future advancements in brain tumor detection. 
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