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Abstract

Education provides individuals with a comprehensive understanding of the mechanisms of political
systems, encompassing the functions of government, the intricacies of electoral processes, and the
significance of political parties. The comprehension of the decision-making process is improved, and
it demonstrates how people can actively influence those decisions. Education not only impacts people's
political knowledge but also their attitudes toward politics and their sense of self as active citizens. In
contrast to negative educational experiences, which may lead to apathy or indifference, positive
educational experiences can foster constructive political attitudes. Additionally, education enables
people to recognize biases in political discourse, critically analyze political narratives, and judge the
reliability of information sources. Education prepares people to be informed voters and engaged
participants in democratic processes by encouraging critical thinking and civic awareness. In order
to facilitate inclusive discourse and representation, it also provides a forum for bridging
socioeconomic and generational divides in political knowledge. Because they incorporate civic
education into their curricula and promote dialogue on current political concerns, educational
institutions are essential to this process. These initiatives play a key role in creating a politically aware
society where people understand their rights and obligations as citizens. The purpose of this study was
to analyze previous research in order to better understand how education influences people's political
knowledge and sentiments.

Keywords: Awareness towards politics, democratic participation, education, electoral processes,
politics

INTRODUCTION

The advancement of India's economy and society has always been significantly influenced by
education. The goal of the Indian educational system, which places an emphasis on all-around growth,
is to produce citizens who are knowledgeable in many fields and who are also conscious of their place
in society. Even with extensive outreach, there are still significant disparities in civic engagement and
political literacy among regions and schools.

Education is often seen as a key part of building
strong democratic societies. It is crucial in assisting
individuals in becoming knowledgeable, involved,
and accountable citizens. Many believe that the
more education a person gets, the more they know
about politics and the more thoughtful their political
views become [1]. In today’s fast-changing world,
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it's important to understand how education shapes
what people think and feel about politics. This study
reviews at how education affects political
awareness and attitudes, which is important as we
face new societal challenges and work to strengthen
democratic processes.
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What is Politics in India?

The realm of politics in India unfolds as a complex tapestry of processes and activities, intricately
woven together to shape the decisions that govern the nation and its rich mosaic of people. The narrative
unfolds through the endeavors of political leaders, parties, institutions, and citizens, all intricately
weaving together the fabric of laws, policies, and governance structures. In the tapestry of India's rich
social, cultural, and historical narrative, the political landscape unfolds as a harmonious blend of age-
old traditions interwoven with the threads of contemporary democratic ideals.

India is a democratic republic, which means that its government is comprised of elected officials and
that there is a framework in place to safeguard personal liberty and autonomy. The Constitution of India,
which was approved in 1950, is both the highest law of the nation and the document outlining the system
of government. Important parts of the political system in India are:

Awareness Towards Politics

Being politically informed, or knowledgeable about politics, current events, policy, and how the
government works, is a must for participating in a democratic society. By helping individuals
understand the nuances of their political climate, develop well-informed opinions, and take part in
democratic processes, it is vital in encouraging informed citizenship. Being politically informed, up-to-
date on current events, understanding the policy ramifications, and realizing the significance of civic
involvement are all parts of being aware [2].

Citizens may increase their political awareness by being familiar with the intricacies of our system,
which includes the roles that each department of government plays, the obligations that our elected
officials are responsible for, and the procedures that are followed in order to enact legislation. With the
help of this background material, individuals could have a better understanding of the inner workings
of the government and their role within it. As a result of the complexity of modern administration,
citizens are expected to have an understanding not just of the structure of the government but also of
the issues and policies that have an effect on their day-to-day lives.

Attitude Towards Politics

The viewpoint of each citizen regarding the government, its leaders, policies, and institutions
contributes to the collective public sentiment towards politics. The strength of a democratic society, the
extent of public engagement in politics, and the influence of public opinion are all significantly shaped
by these perspectives. This chapter delves into public perceptions of politics, exploring their origins,
significance, and the factors that shape them, all within the context of today's political landscape.

Defining Public Attitudes in Politics

The general public's stance on political issues and groups is a reflection of their collective feelings
and thoughts on the subject. The primary components of attitudes may be categorized as emotional,
cognitive, and behavioral.

Affective Component

Individuals' subjective reactions to political issues constitute this aspect. Trust, fear, hope, and rage
are powerful emotions that influence public opinion. For instance, general public sentiment might range
from optimism about a leader's promises of social progress to pessimism over the stability of
government. These feelings may either motivate people to become involved in politics or make them
completely disinterested.

Cognitive Component

The cognitive dimension encompasses the beliefs and understanding that individuals possess
regarding political systems, processes, and issues. Public attitudes are frequently influenced by the ways
in which citizens comprehend and interpret political information, encompassing the media's
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representation of events, historical context, and individual experiences. An individual's comprehension
of economic policies can significantly shape their perspective on government spending and taxation.

Behavioral Component

In the behavioral component, the acts that people conduct as a direct consequence of their political
opinions are shown. Among the many types of civic engagement that fall under this category include
voting behavior, participation in protests, participation in political discourse, and a variety of other
activities. Individuals who have strong political ideas are more likely to put their beliefs into action,
which provides them with the ability to exert influence over the democratic process.

Role of Education in Awareness and Attitude Towards Politics

The educational background of a person has a significant impact on the political awareness and
attitude of that individual. It is vital for people to possess the knowledge, skills, and critical thinking
abilities that are detailed in it in order for them to be able to effectively engage in political processes.
As a result of the fact that an individual's degree of education influences not only the information that
they are exposed to but also their capacity to comprehend and behave in accordance with that
information, the link between the two is intricate and diverse as shown in Figure 1. In this chapter, we
look into the significance of education in terms of its ability to raise people's political awareness, shape
public opinion, and motivate them to become involved citizens.

Political awareness refers to the level of understanding individuals possess regarding political issues,
processes, and the implications of government actions on their daily lives. The content encompasses a
comprehension of political institutions, electoral processes, current events, and public policy
frameworks. Understanding political dynamics is essential for meaningful participation in a democratic
system, as it enables individuals to make informed decisions, represent their interests effectively, and
ensure accountability from those in power [3].

Education provides individuals with a comprehensive understanding of the mechanisms of political
systems, encompassing the functions of government, the intricacies of electoral processes, and the
significance of political parties. This understanding enhances insight into the decision-making process
and illustrates how individuals can impact those decisions through active engagement.

(G=s=)

Provide
Individual
With Skills

Relationship of \D

Education and
Political Process

Figure 1. Relationship of education and political process.
Source: https://prepwithharshita.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/White-and-Gray-Modern-Circle-Swot-Analyst-Concept-
Graph-1-1.png
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THEORIES ON EDUCATION AND POLITICAL AWARENESS

Education and political awareness are closely linked, with numerous theories explaining how
educational experiences shape individuals' understanding of politics and their engagement in civic life.
The relationship between education and political awareness has been the subject of significant academic
research, resulting in the development of several theories that highlight the role of education in fostering
political consciousness, critical thinking, and active participation. This chapter explores some of the
prominent theories that illustrate the connection between education and political awareness [4].

Civic Education Theory

Civic Education Theory emphasizes the role of formal education in teaching the values, knowledge,
and skills required for active participation in democratic processes. According to this theory, schools
serve as critical environments where students learn about their rights and responsibilities as citizens.
The curriculum is designed to instill an understanding of political systems, government functions, and
civic duties, encouraging students to become informed and engaged citizens [5].

Political Socialization Theory

Political Socialization Theory focuses on how individuals develop their political beliefs, values, and
behaviors through social influences, including education. According to this theory, education acts as a
major agent of political socialization, shaping individuals' political identities and their level of
engagement in the political sphere [6].

Cognitive Development Theory

Cognitive Development Theory, often associated with the work of Jean Piaget, examines how
individuals' cognitive abilities influence their understanding of political concepts. The theory posits that
education contributes to the development of cognitive skills, such as critical thinking, reasoning, and
problem-solving, which are essential for comprehending political issues and making informed
decisions [7].

Human Capital Theory

According to the human capital theory, education is an investment in people's knowledge and abilities
that eventually increases their capacity for production. In the context of political awareness, this theory
argues that higher levels of education increase individuals' ability to access, process, and interpret
political information, leading to greater political awareness and engagement [8].

Contflict Theory

Conflict Theory, rooted in the works of Karl Marx, provides a different perspective on the
relationship between education and political awareness. It argues that education can both empower and
reinforce existing social inequalities, depending on how it is structured and delivered. According to this
theory, the education system may perpetuate the status quo by promoting dominant ideologies that favor
the interests of the ruling class [9].

LITERATURE REVIEW

The vitality of communities depends on civic involvement. People from various walks of life come
together to address societal problems when they engage in civic activities. According to research, there
has been a decrease in citizen participation in recent years. Voting and influencing legislation are two
of the most fundamental democratic tasks, yet young Americans do not participate in them as often as
older generations. This article takes a look at how social empathy, civic literacy, and participation with
one's community are connected among western U.S. public university students. The findings of this
study indicated that higher levels of civic engagement among college students were linked to higher
levels of civic literacy and social empathy [10].

The author argued that diversely educated people, each with their own unique set of experiences and
professional knowledge, would create the future of civic education, rather than any one profession in
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particular. Understanding the viewpoint and the kinds of organized activity that a profession supports
is the meat and potatoes of any profession study. A person's profession encapsulates their heritage,
authority, and purpose. The field that is traditionally associated with civic education—politics—is also
likely to be the one responsible for preserving and expanding upon its foundational ideas. Almost every
American university's civics curriculum is either directly or indirectly impacted by political science
because of the field's responsibilities in this area. The future of civic education is heavily influenced by
political science and its aim, which is always being debated.

Students may gain or lose confidence in political institutions and their own political expertise via
school-based social interactions and civic education programs. The intention to vote in an election
comes before both. Political awareness, trust, and planned engagement may all go hand in hand, but
whether this is true in all nations is debatable. We examine data from the International Civic and
Citizenship Education Study 2016, which includes representative subsamples of 14,567 14-year-old
students from North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany, Bulgaria, and Croatia. Using a structural equation
model, researchers found that teenagers' confidence in political institutions and their level of political
knowledge both play a role in explaining the observed variance in their intentions to vote. Trust
mediates the influence of political knowledge; trust is connected with political knowledge in a positive
light in Germany and Denmark (NRW), but in a negative one in Bulgaria and Croatia. We examine
these findings through the prism of how the political climate of civic education varies from one nation
to another [11].

This study looked at the many ways in which education affects people's engagement in politics. By
increasing people's understanding, competence, and involvement in democratic processes, education
has a substantial impact on political participation. First, learning about our political systems,
institutions, and our civic duties becomes more commonplace as a result of formal education. People
learn about voting, governmental systems, and the value of being involved in their communities via
formal schooling and civic education initiatives. Individuals are better able to cast educated ballots,
engage in civic engagement, and advocate for political causes when they possess this basic information.
Second, voter participation is positively correlated with education. People with higher levels of
education are statistically more likely to cast ballots in national elections. Reasons for this correlation
include students' growing knowledge of their right to vote, the gravity of the political issues at play, and
the importance of civic engagement taught in school. Thirdly, people are more likely to feel they have
an impact on political results when they have a good education [12].

Researchers in Zambia's Luapula Province set out to determine if and how civic education influenced
young people's adherence to democratic values in the four rural wards that make up the Bahati
Constituency in the Mansa district. Using a descriptive survey approach and combining qualitative and
quantitative methodologies, the research surveyed community people, youth, head teachers, teachers,
NGO officials, council chairpersons, and councilors. Data from the participants was gathered through
questionnaires and interviews. A variety of visual aids, including tables, graphs, pie charts, and
percentages, were used to analyze both quantitative and qualitative data. Afterwards, Microsoft Access
and Microsoft Excel were used for data analysis. Students should take part in school and classroom
governance, participate in service and project-based learning, and work with non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and other stakeholders to increase civic education in rural areas, according to the
study's findings, which also highlights the importance of civic education as a tool for promoting
democracy [13].

When it comes to young people' involvement in politics and social concerns, how much of an impact
does education have? The research is a component of the "Measuring the Social Outcomes of Learning"
(SOL) initiative, which is run by the OECD's Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI).
More than 11,000 Norwegian youngsters (ranging in age from 13 to 19) had their opinions surveyed,
and the results are discussed, with a focus on studies conducted in the Nordic nations. "Engagement"
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refers to the proclaimed interest in politics and social concerns among young, as well as their
involvement in many types of political engagement. Performance in school and, more importantly,
educational goals are important in this context. However, it is much more important to be socialized in
family situations with respect to civic concerns in order to have an interest in such civic participation.
Additionally, it seems that children whose parents prioritize political engagement have an advantage in
school. In their own right, the results imply that politically engaged youth do not readily accept the
existing quo. Instead, they are more likely than other students to challenge the established order at their
school. Policy and research recommendations round out the report [14].

As long as the democratic legal system faces fresh problems in managing critical hazards, civic
education will continue to be the focus of empirical studies. As a result of declining youth engagement
with politics or low voter participation, policymakers are reevaluating the importance of civic education
in a democratic society and offering solutions to the problem. 'Civic education' alone will not inspire
young people to become politically active and educate them about their rights and responsibilities in a
democratic society. Young people's political engagement may be greatly enhanced by gaining social
experience and actively participating in democracies. What shapes the future is the level of political
engagement among young people and the level of rational policy making in all areas affecting young
people. It is imperative that politicians in this circumstance understand the wants, needs, and interests
of young people if they are to combat their disillusionment with or lack of interest in politics [15].

In this age of globalization, the paper argued that citizenship education plays a crucial role in molding
the personalities of the next generation (II). Using a literature review approach, this research drew its
conclusions from published works that address Indonesian customary law. With this article, we hoped
that readers would gain a better understanding of citizenship education, its goals, and the role it plays
in shaping the character of the next generation of citizens in this age of globalization. It was also our
desire that readers would learn more about what it meant to be a decent citizen. And in this day of
globalization, how can Citizenship Education play a part in molding the personality of the next
generation? Since civic education imparts the principles of Pancasila and is anticipated to mold the
personality of the nation's subsequent generation, it is crucial in determining the character of the nation's
generation.

The ability of related treatments to address participation disparities typically shown by sex, race, and
socioeconomic level is the main emphasis of this paper, which builds on previous comparative studies
on civic education in English secondary schools. This article examines the relationship between four
forms of civic education—curriculum lessons, open classroom climate, participatory activities, and
political contact—and three outcomes—expressive political behaviors, voting intentions, and expected
high-intensity participation—using survey data that was originally gathered from 350 students in 17
maintained secondary schools spread across six regions of England. Descriptive and inferential statistics
both point to an inverse relationship between youth political engagement and total civic education
expenditures. It is well-documented that there are gaps in young expressiveness and electoral
involvement; yet interactions with politicians and political institutions might worsen these inequities,
even in an open classroom environment. Lastly, civic education has the potential to accelerate
inequalities in youth political ambition. If policymakers in England and elsewhere are serious about
getting more youth involved in their communities, these results present serious and pressing
problems [16].

The authors inferred that graduate students' democratic value assessments reveal both the successes
and failures of their teacher preparation programs. When it comes to carrying out the principles of civic
and ethical education, trainees are more than up to the task. This subject is available to all student-
teachers at Jimma College of Teachers' Education as a common elective; however, only a small number
of students actually choose to study it for their major. A wide range of civic events, such as festivities
and elections, also occur in conjunction with club activities. During their three years here, they have
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made significant contributions to the spread of civic and ethical principles. Furthermore, it is also
believed that young people enthusiastically embrace civic and ethical education since it motivates them
to participate in all aspects of society, both socially and practically. This information served as the basis
for the survey, which aimed to quantify the significant benefits and drawbacks of teacher education.
This survey revealed that college students maintained high levels of ethics and civics, which is in line
with earlier findings. In today's rapidly evolving and multicultural world, where individuals must
constantly adapt to new circumstances, it is no longer sufficient to just have information. Civic and
ethical education principles are more important than ever. Because of this, new ideas and approaches
to civic and moral education have emerged [17].

The study sought to measure effects in three domains: civic competence (i.e., knowledge, skills, and
a feeling of political efficacy); democratic values (i.e., tolerance, support for political rights, support for
democratic liberty over social order, system support, social capital, and trust); and participation (i.e.,
involvement in various extracurricular and political activities for students, or in a variety of political
activities for adults). The study's control factors were age, sex, income, and education. Additionally, it
accounted for variables unrelated to civic education but are linked to political socialization, such as
rural/urban location, prior political engagement, and media exposure. The research compared programs
based on their content, technique, intensity, and length of time since treatment in order to determine
which ones had the most benefit and to use that information to inform program implementation and
recommendations. Questionnaires reflecting the aforementioned criteria and regions of influence served
as the major data collection tool for the research. A statistically valid sample of people in both Poland
and the Dominican Republic who had taken part in the civic education programs under investigation
(the treatment group) and a statistically valid sample of people who had not (the control group) were
each given a questionnaire to fill out. The links between the dependent variables, civic education
programs, demographic and other characteristics, and a complicated sampling strategy were thoroughly
analyzed, thanks to large samples [18].

CONCLUSION

Education is very important in helping people understand politics and develop the right attitudes
toward it. People learn about political institutions, their rights, and their obligations through education,
as this review demonstrates. Additionally, it motivates people to participate in political activities such
as voting and discussions. Programs like civic education are especially useful in helping people gain
the knowledge and skills needed to understand and participate in politics. However, the review also
finds that not everyone gets the same benefits from education. Many people still face problems like lack
of access to proper education or awareness about political matters. Social and economic barriers also
stop some people from getting involved in politics, even if they are educated. These issues show that
we need better policies and efforts to make education more accessible and effective in teaching political
awareness. Simply said, education is a potent tool for educating people about politics and preparing
them to be responsible members of society. It can promote active engagement in society and increase
people's awareness of their roles. But for this to succeed, everyone needs to have an equal chance to
develop and learn. By improving education systems and making them more inclusive, we can ensure
that education truly helps in building a politically aware and active population.

REFERENCES

1. Igbal S. Exploring political attitude among educated youth: A study at the University of Sargodha.
Academic Research International. 2012 Nov 1;3(3):375.

2. Kiristensen NN, Denk T, Olson M, Solhaug T. Perspectives on Political Awareness: Conceptual,
Theoretical and Methodological Issues, Perspect. Polit. Aware. Conceptual, Theor. Methodol.
Issues, no. December, pp. 1-133, 2021, doi: 10.1007/978-3-030-90394-7.

3. Gupta S, Sharma S. A study on attitude of educated women towards political awareness in Karnal.
Int J Creat Res Thoughts. 2022;10(6):286—94.

© STM Journals 2025. All Rights Reserved 7



The Role of Education in Shaping Awareness and Attitudes Beeranna and Basappa

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Badaru KA, Adu EO. The Political Awareness and Participation of University Students in Post-
Apartheid South Africa. Res Soc Sci Technol. 2021;6(3):1-24.

Sneha DJ. Political Awareness Among Youth: An Analytical Study. Educ Adm: Theory Pract.
2024;30(5):13414-20.

Zhao S. The Role of Universities in Fostering Political Awareness among Students. Trans Comp
Educ. 2024 Mar 19;6(2):64-9.

Weinschenk AC, Dawes CT, Oskarsson S, Klemmensen R, Nergaard AS. The relationship between
political attitudes and political participation: Evidence from monozygotic twins in the United States,
Sweden, Germany, and Denmark. Elect Stud. 2021 Feb 1; 69:102269.

Tomy L, Jose M, Chesneau C. A Statistical Study on Political Awareness among Youngsters in
India. Iran J Educ Soc. 2022 Sep 10;5(2):22-37.

Larreguy HA, Marshall J. The effect of education on political engagement in weakly
institutionalized countries: evidence from Nigeria. J Sustain Dev Afr. 2013;15(4): 1-60.

Hylton ME. The Role of Civic Literacy and Social Empathy on Rates of Civic Engagement among
University Students. J High Educ Outreach Engagem. 2018;22(1):87-106.

Deimel D, Hahn-Laudenberg K, Ziemes JF, Abs HJ. Civic education and social interactions at
school as drivers of intended electoral participation: Similarities and differences in four European
school systems. Educ Citizsh Soc Justice. 2024 Mar;19(1):37-57.

Manza J, Uggen C. The Impact of Disenfranchisement on Political Participation. In Locked Out:
Felon Disenfranchisement and American Democracy 2012 May 24. Oxford University Press.
Chitondo L. Effects of civic education on youth participation in the Tenets of a Democratic Society:
A case of youths in four rural wards of Bahati Constituency in Mansa District of Luapula Province.
International Journal on Studies in English Language and Literature (IJSLL). 2022;10(8):49—60.
Lauglo J, Oia T. Education and Civic Engagement: Review of Research and a Study on Norwegian
Youths. OECD Education Working Papers, No. 12. OECD Publishing (NJ1). 2007 Nov 23.
Yoldas OB. Civic education and learning democracy: their importance for political participation of
young people. Procedia-Soc Behav Sci. 2015 Feb 12; 174:544-9.

Weinberg J. Civic education as an antidote to inequalities in political participation? New evidence
from English secondary education. Brit Polit. 2021 Jul 3;17(2):185.

Dibaba FB. The Role of Civics and Ethical Education in Shaping Attitudes of Students: The Case
of Jimma College Teachers Education. 2017;17(2).

Sabatini CA, Finkel SE, Bevis GG. The impact of civic education programs on political
participation and democratic attitudes. USAID Report. Washington, DC: Management Systems
International. 1998 Jan 27.

© STM Journals 2025. All Rights Reserved 8



