
 
 

© STM Journals 2026. All Rights Reserved 22  
 

ISSN: 3049-1169 

Volume 3, Issue 2, 2026 

July–December 

DOI (Journal): 10.37591/IJTH 

STM JOURNALS

International Journal of Trends in  

Humanities 
https://journals.stmjournals.com/ijth 

Review IJTH 

  

The Influence of Artificial Intelligence 
on Literary Criticism 
 

Muhammed Salih* 
 

Abstract 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a significant force in reshaping contemporary literary 
criticism. Traditionally, the interpretation of literature has relied primarily on human-centered 

methods such as close reading, contextual analysis, and theoretical framing. However, the integration 
of AI-based techniques including Natural Language Processing (NLP), Machine Learning (ML), 

stylometry, and sentiment analysis has introduced new possibilities for examining literary texts at 
both micro and macro levels. These computational approaches allow researchers to analyse large 

corpora, recognize thematic patterns, identify narrative structures, and attribute authorship with an 

accuracy and scale unattainable through manual methods. AI also facilitates sociocultural and 
emotional mapping, revealing how language shifts over time and how literary texts reflect changing 

ideological and psychological landscapes. Despite these advancements, the role of AI in literary 
criticism remains contested. AI lacks intuitive understanding, emotional sensitivity, and cultural 

awareness. It may detect linguistic and structural patterns, yet it cannot independently interpret 
symbolism, metaphor, irony, or the lived human experiences embedded in literature. Furthermore, 

biases in training data and the risk of over-reliance on computational findings raise ethical concerns 
about representation and scholarly judgment. This paper argues that AI should be viewed not as a 

replacement for human interpretation but as a complementary analytical tool. When combined with 
critical thinking and cultural literacy, AI can enrich literary inquiry, broaden comparative analysis, 

and support new interpretative pathways. The future of literary criticism lies in collaborative 
engagement where human insight and computational precision work together to preserve the depth, 

complexity, and humanistic value of literature. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Literary criticism has always changed, punctuated by the development of powerful movements 
like formalism, structuralism, deconstruction, and postcolonial studies. Each has brought with it 

unique methods for reading texts, but all have ultimately relied on human scholars to interpret 
and place literary works in context. The digital age, though, has brought a new era: AI-aided 

literary criticism [1]. 
 

AI's increasing presence in literary studies is 
realized in several important areas: 

 

Corpus Analysis 

It is possible for AI to analyse large corpora of 
text effectively, finding repeated themes, linguistic 

patterns, and stylistic shifts that would be virtually 
impossible to find by hand. This enables a more 

general and data-driven understanding of literary 

influences and trends. 
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Authorship Attribution 

AI-driven computational stylistics can examine writing style with incredible accuracy, assisting in 

attributing questionable texts to their original authors through the detection of minute stylistic 

fingerprints. 

 
Sentiment Analysis 

AI can automatically determine the emotional tones and sentiments contained within a text, giving 

clues to the emotional tone of a literary text and its probable effect on readers. 

 
Sociopolitical Analysis 

AI may be employed to recognize and trace the development of sociopolitical motifs and ideologies 

in literature through various periods, providing insightful historical and cultural context [2]. 

 
Although the potential rewards of AI for literary criticism are considerable, its implementation also 

presents crucial questions that need serious thought. Can AI actually "understand" literature as well as 

a human reader can? Does its ability to recognize patterns equate to genuine interpretation, or does it 

remain at a surface level? Does the increasing reliance on AI risk compromise the subjective, 

nuanced, and human-centred nature of literary discourse? These questions are central to understanding 

the true impact of AI on the field. This essay attempts to answer these intricate questions through an 

examination of the potential and limitations of AI-facilitated literary analysis and its moral 

implications. Through the consideration of tangible examples and real-world applications, it will 

illustrate how AI is presently influencing literary studies. Crucially, it will emphasize the ongoing and 

essential role of human interpretation, arguing that AI should be viewed as a powerful tool to 

augment, not supplant, the human critic. The aim is to foster a balanced perspective that 

acknowledges the potential of AI while preserving the richness and depth of human-centred literary 

scholarship [3]. 

 
AI IN LITERARY CRITICISM: AN OVERVIEW 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has transformed many academic disciplines, and literary criticism is no 

different. AI-supported literary criticism uses computational methods to read and interpret literary 

works, providing insights beyond the capabilities of human reading. Through the application of 

algorithms, AI can analyse huge volumes of text, identify complex patterns, and reveal latent 

meanings that would otherwise remain obscure. This technology transition has brought new 

approaches and methodologies to literary scholarship, increasing the potential for researchers and 

scholars [4]. 

 
Defining AI-Assisted Literary Criticism 

AI-literary criticism is the application of artificial intelligence to the interpretation, analysis, and 

critique of literary works. In contrast to traditional literary analysis, which uses close reading, 

historical context, and individual interpretation, AI-based methods utilize computational models to 

methodically scrutinize textual features and produce data-driven analyses [5]. 

 

Major AI Methods Adopted in Literary Criticism are 

 Natural Language Processing (NLP): NLP allows computers to process and analyse human 

language, studying such features as word frequency, syntax, semantics, and sentiment. It assists in 

detecting recurring themes, character interactions, and linguistic patterns. 

 Machine Learning Algorithms: AI models, especially machine learning-based models, can 

categorize texts by themes, genres, or stylistic similarities. Such algorithms learn from large data 

sets to predict or detect literary trends. 
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 Stylometry: Statistical analysis of style to identify authorship or influence is carried out using this 

technique. Analysis of vocabulary, sentence form, and word choices helps stylometry resolve 

controversies around anonymous or disputed works. 

 Topic Modeling: Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA), a machine learning tool, processes large 

corpora of text to find prevailing topics in literature. It is especially helpful in tracing thematic 

change across various eras [6]. 

 Sentiment Analysis: AI analyzes the emotional tone of a text, enabling researchers to learn about 

character psychology, shifts in narrative mood, and the emotional resonance of literary pieces 

on readers. These computational methods give literary studies a quantitative aspect, enabling 

researchers to examine literature with an accuracy and speed that no single traditional 

methodology can [7]. 

 
Historical Development of Computational Literary Analysis 

Computers were used in literary analysis as far back as the mid-20th century, well ahead of modern 

AI. The discipline has passed through several stages, each defined by technological innovations that 

broadened the scope of literary analysis. 

 
1950s–1960s: The Early Days of Digital Humanities  

Early computational methods for the study of literature were initiated in the 1950s and 1960s when 

scientists started employing computers to process textual information. One of the first projects, the 

Brown Corpus developed in 1961, gathered a formal collection of English-language texts to examine 

word frequencies and grammatical patterns. This era established the basis for digital humanities by 

showing that computers could be employed to methodically analyze literature [8]. 

 
1970s–1990s: The Emergence of Stylometry and Textual Analysis 

The next couple of decades also witnessed breakthroughs in the computational analysis of 

literature, notably in the use of stylometry. Scholars advanced statistical techniques that could analyze 

a writer's workprint, facilitating more accurate assignments of authorship. A widely known use of 

stylometry occurred in the controversy surrounding Shakespearean authorship where AI-aided 

analysis unveiled fresh insights for literary history. During this period, textual databases expanded, 

and scholars began using computational techniques to study literary structures, narrative styles, and 

textual variations across different editions [9]. 

 
2000s–Present: The AI Revolution in Literary Studie 

The emergence of artificial intelligence and deep learning in the 21st century has transformed 

literary criticism. AI-powered tools can now process vast text corpora, identify complex linguistic 

features, and generate interpretations that complement human analysis. Some significant 

developments include: 

 

 Google's Ngram Viewer [10] (2010): It enables researchers to examine word usage patterns 

over centuries by scanning millions of books. It has played a critical role in examining 

linguistic changes and cultural trends. 

 IBM Watson's AI Analysis: IBM Watson has been employed to analyze literary works, 

providing insights into plot patterns, character relationships, and thematic trends. 

 Deep Learning in Literary Analysis: Advances in deep learning have empowered AI models to 

interpret metaphorical expressions and poetic form and even create literary works. Narrative 

models driven by AI have also facilitated creative writing and experimental works. As AI 

develops further, its function in literary criticism will probably extend even more, providing 

new approaches that combine computational accuracy with human interpretive richness. 

Although AI does not supplant conventional literary analysis, it is a formidable instrument that 

deepens scholarly inquiry, revealing findings that may otherwise go unnoticed. 
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In summary, AI-based literary criticism is a vibrant crossroads between technology and the 

humanities. By incorporating AI methodologies like NLP, machine learning, and sentiment analysis, 

literary scholars are now able to analyze texts in ways previously unimaginable, uncovering patterns 

and meaning not perceivable to humans. The historical trajectory from early digital humanities 

initiatives through sophisticated AI interventions illustrates the expanding importance of 

computational approaches to literature. As the discipline develops further, AI will reshape literary 

studies, rendering textual analysis more inclusive, data-driven, and perceptive. 

 

AI and Textual Analysis in Literature 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has revolutionized various academic fields, and literature is no 

exception. Traditionally, literary analysis has relied on human scholars using close reading techniques 

to interpret texts, recognize patterns, and draw thematic connections. However, this process can be 

time-consuming and limited by the scope of human capacity. AI provides a cutting-edge solution by 

allowing scholars to examine huge bodies of text in a fast and efficient manner, revealing trends and 

patterns that would otherwise pass unnoticed. This has opened up a more data-intensive style of 

literary criticism, providing fresh insights into questions which have been long debated about 

language, meaning, and interpretation. 

 

Thematic and Linguistic Pattern Recognition  

One of the most significant contributions AI makes to literary criticism is its capacity to identify 

thematic and linguistic trends across huge libraries of texts. Scholarly approaches are based on 

academics comparing works by hand, which means only a few texts can be extensively reviewed. AI, 

on the other hand, can compare thousands of books, poems, and plays at once and reveal underlying 

trends and repeated themes that may not be noticed by humans. 

 

AI-based thematic analysis allows researchers to 

Identify recurring motifs in Gothic fiction by searching large databases of texts for recurring 

elements such as isolation, fear, and the supernatural. For instance, words and phrases related to 

darkness, confinement, or madness can be marked and followed across several works, giving insight 

into recurring psychological and thematic components within the genre. 

 

Monitor language evolution in poetry over centuries through the study of word frequency, syntax, 

and stylistic trends. This enables researchers to see how poetic language has changed, including 

changes in meter, rhyme schemes, and the use of new literary devices. 

 

Identify political discourse in historical novels by examining recurring terms and concepts related 

to governance, revolution, and ideology. AI can help highlight how political language has been used 

to reflect or challenge dominant ideologies over time. 

 

A notable study using topic modelling analyzed 18th-century British novels to examine shifts in 

discussions of morality. The results revealed that as religious and philosophical thought evolved 

during the Enlightenment, so did the portrayal of moral dilemmas in literature. This demonstrates AI’s 

ability to uncover connections between societal changes and literary themes on a scale that would be 

nearly impossible for human researchers alone. 

 

AI is also able to compare linguistic structures between various writers or eras, providing a glimpse 

into the ways literary style mirrors wider cultural or historical tendencies. A contrast between novels 

written during the Victorian era and recent novels, for instance, might identify stark variations in 

sentence sophistication, use of vocabulary, or narrative voice. 
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Sentiment Analysis in Literature 

Another strong use of AI in literary criticism is sentiment analysis the identification of the 

emotional tone of a text. By examining factors like word selection, sentence structure, and context, AI 

can categorize passages in terms of emotional content, providing insights into the psychological and 

emotional environments of literature. 

Some Key Uses of Sentiment Analysis are 
Examining Shakespeare's plays to track changes in emotional tone between acts and scenes. AI, for 

example, can chart the shift from comedy tragedy in plays such as Hamlet or Macbeth, presenting 
novel means of visualizing narrative trajectories. 

 
Analyzing romantic poetry to identify the strength of feelings like love, longing, hope, and despair. 

AI analysis can discern patterns in poets or eras, which provides information about emotional 
expression throughout the genre. 

 
Analyzing tragic stories to compare how sorrow, despair, or catharsis is presented. Through 

emotionally engaging words, AI enables scholars to learn about tone and how writers utilize tone to 
generate precise emotion among readers. 

 
While sentiment analysis provides great insight into the emotional currents of literature, it also has 

its limitations. AI tends to fall short in dealing with complex human emotions, especially when it 
comes to irony, sarcasm, or ambiguity. For instance, when a novel character expresses sarcasm, AI 
may not be able to capture the implied meaning behind the words but will take the words at face value 
instead. Such limitations underscore the need to complement AI tools with human expertise so that 
proper interpretations can be made. 

 
Additionally, sentiment analysis may be used to uncover larger social and psychological patterns 

expressed in literature. To give one example, an examination of extensive corpora of war poetry may 
reveal a subtle trend in the emotional tone towards more disillusionment over time and less patriotic 
zeal, giving one a quantitative reading of historical change in public feeling. In summary, AI has 
greatly broadened the horizon of literary analysis by allowing researchers to analyze thematic 
patterns, language change, and emotional tone on an unparalleled scale. Although AI cannot substitute 
for human interpretation, it is a potent tool for augmenting conventional literary criticism. By 
integrating computational analysis with human understanding, scholars may obtain deeper, richer 
insights into literature, disclosing concealed relationships and structures in both times, genres, and 
cultures. 
 

Ethical Considerations in AI-Assisted Literary Criticism 
As AI technology becomes increasingly integrated into literary analysis, ethical concerns about its 

role, limitations, and potential misuse are becoming more significant. While AI offers new methods 
for analyzing texts, it lacks the human capacity for emotional intelligence, intuition, and cultural 
understanding. Therefore, AI-assisted literary criticism must be approached carefully to avoid 
diminishing the depth and richness of human interpretation. 
 

The Role of Human Interpretation 
One of the most critical ethical considerations in AI-assisted literary criticism is recognizing the 

importance of human interpretation. While AI can process vast amounts of text, identify patterns, and 
analyze language structures, it lacks the emotional depth, cultural awareness, and intuition that human 
scholars bring to literary analysis. Literature is not just a collection of words and patterns; it is deeply 
embedded in human experiences, emotions, and cultural contexts. A poem’s meaning, for instance, 
may be influenced by historical events, personal experiences of the author, or the socio-political 
environment in which it was written. AI, however, is not capable of fully understanding these layers 
of meaning because it does not possess human consciousness or subjective experience. Human critics 
are essential for interpreting complex literary devices such as irony, sarcasm, and symbolism elements 
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that AI struggles to identify accurately. As a result, while AI can enhance literary analysis by offering 
new insights, it cannot replace the nuanced interpretations that only human readers can provide. 

 

Bias in AI Algorithms 

Another major ethical concern is the bias inherent in AI algorithms. AI systems learn from the data 

they are trained on, and if that data is biased or incomplete, the AI’s output will reflect those same 

biases. In the context of literary analysis, many AI models are predominantly trained on Western 

literary works, which can result in a skewed understanding of global literature. When analyzing texts 

from non-Western cultures, AI may fail to recognize important cultural references, linguistic nuances, 

or historical contexts. This could lead to misinterpretations or an underrepresentation of diverse 

literary traditions. Addressing this issue requires training AI models on more inclusive datasets that 

incorporate literature from a wide range of cultures, languages, and historical periods. Without this 

diversity, AI risks perpetuating existing biases in the literary canon, reinforcing the dominance of 

Western literature while marginalizing non-Western voices. 

 
The Risk of Over-Reliance on AI 

A growing concern in AI-assisted literary criticism is the risk of over-reliance on AI-generated 

insights. As AI tools become more advanced, there is a temptation for scholars to depend too heavily 

on data-driven results without critically engaging with the analysis. This reliance can lead to a 

superficial understanding of literature, where patterns and trends are identified, but deeper meanings 

and interpretations are overlooked. AI can be seen as a means to augment human analysis but not 

supplant it. Scholars need to interrogate AI-generated insights critically by cross-referencing them 

with conventional methods of close reading, historical analysis, and theoretical thinking. Heavy use of 

AI will undercut the contribution of human creativity and critical thinking towards literary studies, 

which will result in a more mechanical and less significant interaction with texts. 

 

In conclusion, while AI offers valuable tools for literary analysis, its limitations must be 

acknowledged. Ethical considerations such as the importance of human interpretation, the potential 

for bias, and the risk of over-reliance highlight the need for a balanced approach. AI should serve as a 

complement to, not a replacement for, the human insight that remains at the heart of meaningful 

literary criticism. 

 

Future of AI in Literary Criticism 

The future of AI in literary criticism is not about replacing human scholars but enhancing their 

ability to analyze texts with greater depth and efficiency. AI can serve as a valuable collaborator, 

providing new perspectives, uncovering hidden patterns, and streamlining research. However, to reach 

its full potential, AI must be integrated thoughtfully, ensuring that it complements human intuition 

and creativity rather than overshadowing them. 

 
AI as a Collaborative Tool 

AI should be viewed as a collaborative tool that enhances, rather than replaces, traditional literary 

criticism. By working alongside human scholars, AI can support deeper analysis and reveal insights 

that might otherwise go unnoticed. 

 
Future Developments in AI-Assisted Literary Criticism could include 

 AI-assisted close reading techniques: AI can help scholars identify recurring themes, patterns, and 

stylistic features, offering a new dimension to close reading by highlighting elements that might 

be overlooked in manual analysis. 

 Real-time literary analysis using AI-driven annotation tools: These tools could provide instant 

feedback on language use, historical context, or thematic elements as researchers read a text, 

streamlining the research process and allowing for more dynamic engagement with literature. 



 

International Journal of Trends in Humanities 

Volume 3, Issue 2 

ISSN: 3049-1169 

 

© STM Journals 2026. All Rights Reserved 28  
 

 AI-generated recommendations for literary scholars: Based on themes, topics, or literary styles, 

AI could suggest related works, critical essays, or relevant theoretical rameworks, broadening the 

scope of research and helping scholars explore new directions. By incorporating AI into the 

research process, scholars can benefit from enhanced efficiency while retaining the depth and 

creativity that only human interpretation can provide [11]. 

Expanding AI’s Literary Database 
For AI to provide more accurate and inclusive insights, it must be trained on a diverse literary 

database. Currently, many AI models focus predominantly on Western literature, which can lead to 

biased interpretations and a narrow understanding of global literary traditions. Expanding AI’s 

exposure to non-Western literature, oral traditions, and contemporary works will improve its ability to 

analyze texts from various cultural and linguistic backgrounds. This broader training will ensure that 

AI’s interpretations are more representative of global literary diversity, allowing for richer, more 

comprehensive analyses in the future. 

 

CONCLUSION 
AI is revolutionizing the literary criticism landscape through new tools for analyzing texts on a 

scale and at a depth previously impossible. Artificial intelligence is the ability to process enormous 

data within a very short time, where scholars can now trace patterns or track developments of themes 

and attribute authorship at unprecedented precision and efficiency that was not possible with the 

traditional method. AI-driven techniques, such as thematic recognition, linguistic pattern detection, 

and sentiment analysis, have opened innovative approaches to understanding literature across 

different periods, genres, and cultures. However, despite these advancements, AI has clear limitations 

that highlight the enduring importance of human literary scholars. One of AI’s most significant 

shortcomings is its lack of interpretative depth. While AI can identify patterns and trends within texts, 

it cannot fully grasp the complex emotional, cultural, and historical contexts that shape literary works. 

Human intuition, creativity, and cultural understanding remain irreplaceable when it comes to 

interpreting the nuances of metaphor, irony, symbolism, or the socio-political influences that often 

underpin literary expression. Ethical issues also underscore the importance of a balanced response to 

AI-augmented literary criticism. Biases in AI algorithms usually resulting from unbalanced training 

data can result in biased interpretations, especially when dealing with non-Western literature or 

literature outside the mainstream literary canon. There is also an increasing danger of scholars relying 

too heavily on AI-generated insights, which can result in shallow analyses that miss the underlying 

meanings that need human critical thinking and reflection. Moving forward, the most effective 

approach will be to treat AI as a collaborative tool rather than a replacement for human scholarship. 

When integrated thoughtfully, AI can complement traditional literary analysis by enhancing 

researchers’ ability to detect patterns, suggest new avenues for exploration, and streamline the 

research process. Future developments should focus on expanding AI’s literary database to include 

diverse voices and global perspectives, ensuring more accurate and inclusive interpretations. 

 

In conclusion, AI holds immense potential to reshape literary criticism by offering new tools for 

analysis and discovery. However, the richness of literature rooted in human experience, emotion, and 

cultural complexity requires the insight and interpretative skills of human scholars. By working 

together, AI and human researchers can push the boundaries of literary criticism, fostering deeper, 

more meaningful engagement with texts while preserving the essential human elements at the heart of 

literary study. 
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